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Appointed Officials 
 
Sedgwick County was recognized by the International 
City-County Management Association (ICMA) in 1981 
as a Council-Manager form of government. Therefore, 
the Board appoints a professional County Manager to 
administer most County functions and to implement 
policy decisions. Tasks of the County Manager range 
from the management of special projects to the daily 
functions of the County’s nearly 3,000 employees.   
 
The Board of County Commissioners also appoints: 
• County Counselor 
• County Appraiser 
• Director of Public Works 

 
The Kansas Secretary of State is responsible for 
appointing an Election Commissioner for Sedgwick 
County.  
 
In addition to the county government, Sedgwick County 
contains 27 townships, 20 cities, 20 unified school 
districts, 1 fire district, 1 soil conservation district, 4 
rural water districts, 6 watershed districts, 8 sewer 
districts, 12 improvement districts, 4 industrial districts, 
and 1 rural library district. 
 
County Services 
 
Sedgwick County prides itself on being a full service 
government for all of its citizens. Community residents 
are familiar with the concept that Sedgwick County 
provides services from A – Z: everything from Animal 
Control to the Sedgwick County Zoo. In addition to the 
aforementioned services provided by the elected and 
appointed officials, Sedgwick County provides services 
pertaining to: community development, culture and 
recreation, finance, health, human services, information 
and operations, and public safety.  
 
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
 
Employment 
 
The United States Department of Labor reported that the 
average 2006 Civilian Labor Force for Sedgwick County 
was 245,576 residents, an increase of 1.4 percent from 
2005. Of those who are eligible for employment, 
approximately 95.3 percent (234,097) of individuals 
were employed in 2006. Sedgwick County’s 
unemployment rate for 2007 was 4.2 percent, slightly 
lower than the U.S. unemployment rate of 4.6 percent.  
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Since 2000, Sedgwick County’s unemployment rate has 
varied, with its highest point being 7.0 percent in 2003. 
The County’s unemployment rates are again around 4.0, 
their level prior to the terrorist attacks in 2001. 
 
Property Values/Tax Payers 
 
One sign of the economic strength of Sedgwick County 
is the continued growth in property values.  From 2000 
to 2007, the estimated actual value of taxable tangible 
property increased annually by 5.8 percent, from $19.5 
billion to $28.9 billion, or 3.0 percent when adjusted for 
inflation. The increased property value is beneficial for 
property owners, but also for governments who collected 
taxes based on these values. 
 

Estimated Actual Value of Tangible Taxable 
Property and Percent Change by Year
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In Sedgwick County, residential property accounts for 
the largest percentage (59.2 percent) of the total assessed 
value of real property.  The second largest is commercial 
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property, comprising 37.0 percent of the County’s total 
assessed value of real property.  Sedgwick County’s 
large percentage of residential property shows that 
individuals and families recognize that Sedgwick County 
is a growing community where they can purchase a 
home and establish roots, while the large portion of 
commercial property shows that the County’s business 
environment is also favorable. 
 

2008 Percentage of Assessed Valuation by 
Real Property Class
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Another economic indicator is the total assessed value of 
the top five taxpayers compared to the total assessed 
valuation of the County. A concentrated property tax 
base can be detrimental to a community in times of 
economic downturn, especially if a jurisdiction’s top 
taxpayers are in the same industry.  Sedgwick County’s 
top five taxpayers comprised 6.2 percent of the County’s 
total assessed value.  Also, the top five taxpayers are 
diversified, representing aerospace manufacturers, a 
utility and telephone company, and a medical entity.    
 

Name
Assessed 

Value

Percent of Total 
County Taxable 
Assessed Value

Kansas Gas & Electric 83,426,680$   1.83%
Spirit Aerosystems, Inc. 80,500,538     1.77%
Southwestern Bell Telephone 49,371,637     1.08%
The Boeing Company 34,438,808     0.76%
Wesley Medical Center, LLC 34,007,132     0.75%
Total $281,744,795 6.18%

2007 Top Five Taxpayers

Source: Sedgwick County Clerk, 2008 
 
Retail Trade 
 
Retail trade is expected to experience growth in 2008, 
continuing to rebound from small employment losses in 
2005 and 2006. The Wichita Metropolitan Statistical 

Area has numerous retail centers, including New Market 
Square, the Waterfront, and Bradley Fair that encourage 
industry growth. Additionally, inflation-adjusted taxable 
retail sales regained their pre-recession levels in 2007 
and are expected to increase 1.6 percent in 2008.7 
 
Industry 
 
Sedgwick County is home to nearly 12,000 business 
establishments.8 Between 2000 and 2005, employer 
establishments in the County increased annually by 0.34 
percent, which is lower than the annual growth rates of 
employer establishments in Shawnee County (0.48 
percent) and Johnson County, Kansas (1.5 percent). In 
comparison, growth rate of the State of Kansas employer 
establishments are comparable to Sedgwick County at 
0.33 percent.9 Overall, while there is growth in 
Sedgwick County’s business establishments, the growth 
is below that of comparable Kansas counties. 
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A number of Sedgwick County’s business 
establishments are in the manufacturing industry.  In 
fact, the largest employers in Sedgwick County are 
aerospace manufacturers. According to a Milken 
Institute Study, Wichita has the highest concentration of 
aerospace manufacturing employment and skills in the 
nation.10 Wichita is also known as the “Air Capital of the 
World,” and is home to four large aircraft manufacturing 
plants, each of which heavily impacts the overall 
economy of Sedgwick County. 

                                                 
7 Center for Economic Development and Business Research at Wichita State 
University 2007 Review and 2008 Forecast 
8 Wichita Chamber of Commerce Website 
9 U.S. Census Bureau 
10 Greater Wichita Economic Development Coalition 
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Company Product/Service
Local  FT 
Employees

Cessna Aircraft Company Aircraft
11,300

Spirit AeroSystems Aircraft Parts 10,900
Hawker Beechcraft Aircraft 6,767
Unified School District 259 
- Wichita

Public Primary Education
5,391

Via Christi Health System Health Care
4,809

State of Kansas State Government 4,094
City of Wichita Municipal Government 3,103
Boeing Integrated Defence 
System

Aircraft Modification
3,005

Sedgwick County County Government 2,763
United States Government Federal Government

2,524

Bombardier Learjet Aircraft 2,250
Koch Industries Manufacturing, energy & 

commodities 2,000

Wesley Medical Center Health Care 1,682
Wichita State University Public Higher Education 1,670
Catholic Diocese of 
Wichita

Primary Education
1,358

Total 63,616

Greater Wichita's 15 Largest Employers

 
Source: Greater Wichita Economic Development Coalition, 2006 
 
In addition to the manufacturing industry, Sedgwick 
County is engaged in a variety of additional industry 
sectors including retail trade, education, health and 
social services, the arts, entertainment and food service 
industries.  Comprising 32.1 percent of all jobs, the 
largest industry in the County is the Services industry. 
 

2006 Jobs by Industry Sector
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Educational & Health Services 
 
A rapidly growing industry across the entire nation, 
education and health services also continue to grow in 
Sedgwick County.  Wichita’s employment in this sector 
increased 4.3 percent from the fourth quarter of 2006 to 
the fourth quarter of 2007.11 Wichita is currently home to 
several specialty hospitals that provide specific care as 
well as numerous doctors’ offices and medical 
complexes. The Center for Economic Development and 
Business Research notes many expansions in the health 
industry in its Fourth Quarter 2007 E-Connection, some 
of which are listed below: 
 
• In March 2007, the Catholic Diocese of Wichita 

and Via Christi Senior Services announced the 
completion of a $1.2 million Catholic Care Center 
expansion. 

• Developers announced the construction of a $47 
million Lillie Medical Park in West Wichita. 

• Via Christi-St. Francis completed the expansion of 
its cardiothoracic intensive-care unit. 

• Via Christi Wichita Health Networks announced 
plans for a $6.5 million outpatient cancer treatment 
center. 

 
Cost of Living/Housing 
 
The current overall cost of living in Wichita is below the 
national average at 90.6.  Compared to Plains cities of 
Oklahoma City, OK (87.4), Omaha, NE (88.2), St. 
Louis, MO (90.6) and Tulsa, OK (91.4), the overall cost 
of living for Wichita residents is average.12 
 

2007 Median Home Sales Prices 
(In Thousands)
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11 Fourth Quarter 2007 E-Connections, CEDBR, 2008 
12 Greater Wichita Economic Development Coalition Website 
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As of 2007, the median home sales price in Wichita was 
$115,600 for an existing home, approximately $110,000 
less than the national average.13 New housing units are 
also very competitively priced at an average of 
$170,000, 30.0 percent below the corresponding national 
figure.14  
 
The home ownership rate in Sedgwick County for 2006 
was 67.6 percent, up from 65.2 percent in 2005.  While 
home ownership rates have been on the rise, home 
vacancy rates have been mixed.  In 2002, vacancy rates 
in Sedgwick County were 1.2 percent, but increased to 
3.4 percent in 2005.  In 2006, vacancy rates decreased 
back to 1.2 percent. These statistics show that the 
number of households owning homes in Sedgwick 
County continues to rise, helping to keep the vacancy 
rate at a minimal level. 
 

Home Ownership and Vacancy Rates
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Source: American Community Survey 
 
Income 
 
As of 2005, the per capita personal income for Sedgwick 
County was $34,703, slightly lower than the Kansas 
Metropolitan Portion of Kansas per capita personal 
income of $35,841.  Between 1996 and 2005, Sedgwick 
County per capita personal income increased annually by 
4.0 percent, or 1.5 percent when adjusted for inflation. 
The growth in per capita personal income shows that the 
economic productivity of the County continues to 
increase. This may be affected as the national economy 
continues to decline. The strength and preponderance of 
the aircraft industry has kept Sedgwick County’s 
economy from experiencing as severe of a decline. In 
turn, personal income should maintain its current level. 
                                                 
13 National Association of Realtors, 2008 
14 Greater Wichita Economic Development Coalition Website 

Per Capita Personal Income (2005 $)
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In 2006, the largest majority of households in Sedgwick 
County earned somewhere between $35,000 and 
$74,999 while the smallest concentration of residents 
earned $150,000 or more.  Approximately 14.0 percent 
of households earned less than $14,999. 
 

2006 Household Income
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A final economic indicator for Sedgwick County is the 
percentage of families whose income had been below the 
poverty level in the past 12 months.  According to the  
U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey, 
between 2002 and 2004 Sedgwick County’s percentage 
of poverty families decreased from 9.3 percent to 7.9 
percent, prior to increasing to 10.6 percent and 10.9 
percent in 2005 and 2006.  In 2006, Sedgwick County’s 
percentage of families in poverty status is higher than 
United States levels by 1.1 percent and higher than the 
State of Kansas level by 2.3 percent. 
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