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Drop off your contractor application packet for review?

Special points of interest

Pay a fee for a permit that is ready for issue?

e Appointments.

Drop off a permit application, a drainage survey? e 2023 NEC Adoption with Amendments.

e Fire Sprinkler System inspection, testing,
These are a few of the transactions where no appointment is needed! el VLB e

e Advisory Board calendar.
If you’re not sure whether an appointment is necessary, please
contact the MABCD office (316-660-1840 or MABCD @sedgwick.gov).

If you stop by the office in person and it turns out that you do need to
schedule an appointment, staff will offer you the first available open-
ing for your business transaction.
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Please visit our website for more information: Electrical, Elevator, & Alarm Division

2023 National Electrical Code (NEC) adoption

2023 National Electrical Code—Significant Changes

With the future adoption of the 2023 NEC, there are several significant changes that we want everyone to be
aware of. We will be highlighting these changes in our upcoming newsletters.

Article 210.23—Permissible Loads.

Article 210.52—Island and Peninsular Receptacles—Dwelling Units.

Article 215.52—Surge Protection—Feeders.

Article 230.67—Surge Protection—Main Service.

Article 547.26—Physical Protection of wiring.

UBTC Section 4.2.037—GFP Performance Injection testing.

UBTC Section 4.2.038—Arc Energy Reduction Performance Injection testing.
UBTC Section 4.2.060—Branch circuit panelboard.

UBTC Section 4.2.167—Dwelling unit GFCI protection for 250v outlets.

10 UBTC Section 4.2.169—0utdoor Outlets 250v.
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These and all other requirements will be come effective upon adoption in early 2024 and MABCD will begin en-
forcement of these requirements January 1, 2025.
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Responsibilities of the Building Owner for Fire Sprinkler System
Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems provides
the criteria for the routine activities that must be conducted to ensure that water-based fire protection systems,
such as automatic sprinklers systems, can be relied upon in the event of a fire. These activities range from simple
visual confirmation of some things such as valve position or room or water tank temperature on a more frequent
basis to much more complex activities such as full flow tests and internal assessments at longer intervals.

NFPA 25 also includes responsibilities for inspection, testing, and maintenance (ITM) of water-based fire protec-
tion systems that specifically fall to the owner or their designated representative. This information is essential for
building owners and their designated representatives to know and understand. A designated representative can
include the occupant, management firm, or managing individual through specific provisions in the lease, written
use agreement, or management contract. Wherever this blog mentions the responsibilities of the owner it also
applies to the owner’s designated representative where applicable. This information is also valuable for all ITM
service providers to have a good understanding of these requirements to improve communication with their cus-
tomers. The following details some of the items listed as the responsibility of the owner or designated repre-
sentative. Chapter 4 of NFPA 25 should be reviewed for a complete listing of these.

Overall ITM program

The owner or designated representative is responsible for the overall ITM of system(s) in their building. They
must ensure that these activities are completed within the specified frequencies. While often the performance of
these activities are contracted with a service provider, the ultimate responsibility for ITM falls on the building
owner. We could just stop here since it covers most everything, but there are other specific requirements that
the building owner must be responsible for.

Impairment procedures

Impairments to a system can be either planned or unplanned. There needs to be a plan in place for either situa-
tion. The owner is responsible for this. Chapter 15 of NFPA 25 includes the requirements for what must be includ-
ed in an impairment program.

Continued
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Responsibilities of the Building Owner for Fire Sprinkler System
Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

Minimizing water damage

Anytime water is released, consideration must be given to where that water may ultimately end up. This is not
only the responsibility of the person performing the ITM, but it must also involve the owner. The owner or desig-
nated representative, such as maintenance personnel, is often more familiar with the condition of the plumbing
system or the drainage characteristics of the surrounding area.

Freeze protection

The owner is responsible for ensuring that all areas of the building containing water-filled piping that does not
have another means of freeze protection shall be maintained at a minimum temperature of 40°F (4°C).

Providing ready access

The owner must provide ready access to components of the systems that require inspection, testing, and mainte-
nance. This is intended to address the all-too-common practice of placing objects — such as file cabinets or stock
— in front of sprinkler risers and other control equipment. This requirement is not limited to the interior of the
building. Exterior components of the system must be kept accessible as well.

Notification of systems shutdown or testing

The property owner is responsible for notifying the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ), the fire department, and
the alarm-receiving facility before testing or shutting down a system or its supply. Testing a system without prop-
er notification might—and often does—result in a false alarm. False alarms must be avoided since they remove
emergency services personnel from service at a time when their services might be needed for an actual emer-
gency. At the conclusion of such tests, the alarm-receiving facility should be notified that any alarms received
from that point on are not test-generated and should be responded to appropriately.

Correction and repairs

The property owner is responsible for ensuring that deficiencies or impairments are corrected or repaired. Cor-
rective action to remediate deficiencies and impairments must be done in accordance with the applicable design
and installation standard. Understanding the differences between impairments, critical deficiencies, and noncriti-
cal deficiencies can be helpful in prioritizing corrective actions.
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Responsibilities of the Building Owner for Fire Sprinkler System
Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

Change management

The evaluation shall consider factors that include, but are not limited to, the following:

Occupancy changes such as converting office or production space into warehousing

Process or material changes such as metal stamping to molded plastics

Building revisions such as relocated walls, added mezzanines, and ceilings added below sprinklers
Removal of heating systems in spaces with piping subject to freezing

. Changes to the storage method, arrangement, height, or commodities

Changes in water supplies
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Records management

Records must be made for all ITM activities undertaken on a system and its components. The property owner is
responsible for maintaining these records which can be hard copy or stored and accessed electronically. The rec-
ords must be made available for the AHJ upon request. Some jurisdictions require the submittal of ITM records to
the AHJ while others will check for them while the building is due an inspection or at another time they deter-
mine.

While a substantial percentage of fire protection systems have their ITM work contracted to a service provider
there are still many responsibilities placed on the building owner. Those building owners that understand what
these responsibilities are and where they come from can see improved communications with their service pro-
viders and a more complete picture of what is needed to maintain fire protection systems. This knowledge can
lead to more robust ITM programs and contribute to ensuring a safe environment for people in the building and
an added layer of protection for the property.
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MABCD Advisory Boards - Calendar

Board of Building Code Standards and Appeals (BCSA)

Board of Electrical Appeals (BEA)

Board of Appeals of Refrigeration, Air Conditioning, Warm Air Heating, and Boiler

Board of Appeals of Plumbers and Gas Fitters

1 maBcD
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Board
Meeting

4 maBcp

Mechanical
Board
Meeting
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16
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https://scks.sedgwickcounty.org/mabcd/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://scks.sedgwickcounty.org/mabcd/SitePages/BEA.aspx
https://scks.sedgwickcounty.org/mabcd/SitePages/Mechanical%20Board.aspx
https://scks.sedgwickcounty.org/mabcd/SitePages/Plumbers%20and%20Gas%20Fitters.aspx
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Chris W. Labrum

Director

271 W. 3rd St. N.
Suite 101 Wichita, KS 67202

p: 316.660.1840

f: 316.660.1810

METROPOLITAN AREA
BUILDING AND
CONSTRUCTION
DEPARTMENT

i

E RONALD
BUILDIN¢

The MABCD Newsletter courtesy of MABCD staff is for informational purposes only. Please refer to all current adopted codes, ordil resoluti di policies, procedures, and directives for conformity.


mailto:mabcddirector@sedgwick.gov

