Wichita/Sedgwick County
Hoarding Coalition




What causes hoarding?

There are a lot of reasons that people hoard. Hoarding is not being lazy, neglectful, or
stubborn. It is a real and complex disorder. Many things can contribute to a hoarding
problem: genetics, problems with how a person’s brain processes information (like being
unable to organize or make decisions), mental illness (like depression or anxiety), or a
history of trauma or loss.

Safety and Health Issues

Hoarding can cause significant
safety and health problems to
people living in or near a hoarded
home, such as:

« Higher safety risks, such as
fire hazards, risk of falling, or
structural damage to home
Problems functioning,
including poor eating and
bathing habits or trouble
managing money
Higher risk of health
problems, due to unclean
environment and possible
rodent or insect problems
Isolation, depression, and
relationship problems




