08/10/2007 CLEAN COPY

ORDINANCENO, 4 1~ S’Lp&-

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 24.04.060, 24.04.085, 24.04.185, 24.04.220
AND 24.04.251 AND REPEALING THE ORIGINALS OF SAID AMENDED SECTIONS;
AND CREATING SECTION 24.04.223, ALL IN THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,
KANSAS, AND PERTAINING TO THE SIGN CODES OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,
KANSAS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,
KANSAS:

SECTION 1. Section 24.04.060 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby amended to

read as follows:
Section 24.04.060. Permit application and issuance,

(a) Application for permits shall be made to the superintendent of central inspection upon
forms provided by the city and shall be accompanied by such information as may be required to
assure compliance with all appropriate regulations. This may include drawings indicating the
sign legend or advertising message, location, dimensions, construction and structural design. If
the superintendent of central inspection deems it necessary, he may also require that a licensed
engineer furnish information concerning structural design of the sign and the proposed
attachments.

(b) The superintendent of central inspection shall issue a permit for a sign when an
application therefor has been made and the sign complies with all applicable regulatioﬁs of the
city.

(c) A permanent sign permit issued under the provisions of this chapter shall expire by
limitation and become null and void if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced
within one hundred eighty days from the date of such permit, or if the work authorized by such

permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of one hundred twenty days or more at any time



after the work is commenced.
’ The superintendent of central inspection may grant extensions to these time limitations
when a request is made in writing due to unusual circumstances. Before such work can be
commenced or resumed thereafter, a new permit shall first be obtained and the fee therefor shall
be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work; provided no changes have been
made in the original design of the sign, and provided further that such suspension or
abandonment has not exceeded one year,

| (d) Only licensed and bonded sign hangers may place, locate, erect, construct, reconstruct,
remodel, relocate, alter, hang, affix or create by painting any sign 'requiring a permit.

Exceptions:

(1) Temporary signs set forth in Section 24.04.230, except for commercial balloon
signs, provide d that the superintendent of central inspection may require such a sign hanger
when the location or nature of such sign requires such sign hanger in the determination of the
superintendent;

(2) Maintenance and repairing of existing signs by the owner when no structural
changes are made to a sign;

(3) Portable signs.

{e) No permit for a sign issued under this chapter shall be deemed to constitute
permission or authorization to maintain a public or private nuisance, nor shall any permit issued
hereunder constitute a defense in an action to abate a nuisance.

(f) No permit shall be issued for a new sign or the reconstruction, relocation or expansion
of a noncomforming sign, when the issuance of the permit would be contrary to applicable

regulations.

(g) Applications for electronic message signs shall be accompanied by the following

information:

(1) Specifications from the sign manufacturer providing the maximum nit (or

equivalent) rating of the sign;

(2) Information from the sign manufacturer indicating the type of dimming

control that will be provided with the sign to ensure the sign is appropriately dimmed at



night;

(3) A signed letter from the property or business owner for whom the sign is
being installed that acknowledges the property or business owner’s agreement to abide by

Sign Code regulations governing dimming of the sign at night;

(4) The provisions of Sections 24.04.060.g.(2) and 24.04.060.g(3) shall not be
required for electronic message signs that have a maximum brightness and/or light

intensity rating of 3,000 nits (or equivalent) or less.

SECTION 2. Section 24.04.085 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby amended to

read as follows:
Section 24.04.085 Nonconforming signs.

(a) Any permanent sign in existence on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this
chapter (May 4, 1990) which does not conform to the provisions of this chapter, but which was
erected, constructed, reconstructed, remodeled, relocated, altered, hung, affixed or created by
painting in compliance with all previously applicable regulations shall be regarded as a
nonconforming sign and may continue to exist as a nonconforming sign, except as hereafter

provided.

(b) Any permanent sign in existence on December 13, 1974, which did not conform to
the then existing provisions of the sign regulations, but which was erected, constructed,
reconstructed, remodeled, relocated, altered, hung, affixed or created by painting in compliance
with all previously applicable regulations, shall be regarded as a nonconforming sign and may

continue to exist as a nonconforming sign, except as hereafter provided.

(c) The following signs must be removed or conform to all applicable provisions of this
chapter within fifteen years from the first date of nonconformance:

(1) Oft-site signs which are within six hundred sixty feet of the established bank



lines of the Big or Little Arkansas Rivers;
(2) Signs which are projecting over public rights-of-way in a manner not
permitted by Section 24.04.200.

(d) Portable signs which do not conform to the provisions of this ¢chapter and for which an
annual temporary sign permit had been obtained prior to May 4, 1990, may continue in their
existing locations for the duration of time noted on the permit, and two additional annual permits
may be issued for continued use at the same location, but all portable signs must thereafter

conform to all applicable regulations of this chapter effective November 14, 1992,

(e) Any electronic message sign in existence on August 18, 2007, which does not
conform to the dimming control requirements outlined in Section 24.04.220 (q) of this Chapter
shall be required to modify such electronic message sign to comply with the dimming control

requirements of Section 24.04.220 (q) by January 31, 2008.

SECTION 3. Section 24.04.185 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby amended to

read as follows:

~ 24.04.185. Classifications and Definitions.

1. Classification of Signs. Signs shall be classified by the superintendent of central
inspection in accordance with the following classifications and definitions:

a. Sign, Advertising Decoration. Various sign materials used for temporary display and
decoration, including streamers, string pennants, pinwheels, bunting and other similar devices on
which no advertising copy, logos, symbols or emblems are printed, painted or attached, and that
also comply with Section 24.04.230 of this Code;

b. Sign, Animated — An electronic message sign depicting action, motion, light or color
changes through electrical or mechanical means. Although technologically similar to flashing

signs, the animated sign emphasizes graphics and artistic display and may include video displays;




c. Sign, Banner. An on-site sign on which advertising copy, logos, symbols or emblems
may be printed, painted or attached, and which advertises goods or services sold, produced or
conducted on the premises, or a special event as referenced in 24.04.190(8); constructed of fabric
or any non-rigid material with no fully enclosing framework; and designed to be attached
securely at each end or corner of the banner sign to a wall, canopy, posts or stakes;

d. Sign, Building. An on-site sign attached to or painted onto a wall, awning, canopy,
building or structure; or that is attached to, but not painted on, a roof structure or roof surface,
the height of which shall not exceed the height of the roof or wall parapet, or of any of the
following: (1) the highest point of the coping of a flat roof; (2) the deck line of a mansard roof}
(3) the average height between the eaves and ridge line of a gable, hip or gambrel roof or (3)
three feet above the finished roof deck if the average height of a gable, hip or gambrel roof is less
than three feet above the bottom or lowest edge of the roofline; except that a building or structure
that was constructed prior to May 4, 1990 that does not have an area at least three feet tall and
twenty feet wide above an unglazed portion of the building elevation, the bottom of which is at
least seven feet above grade, may have a building sign which shall not exceed four feet, six
inches above the roof or parapet;

€. Sign, Bulletin Board. An on-site sign containing the name of the institution or
organization, and may also include names of persons connected with it, announcements of
persons, events or activities occurring at the institution. Such sign may also present a greeting or
similar message;

f. Sign, Commercial Balloon. An on-site, temporary sign that is inflated and exceeds five
square feet in area, designed to advertise a specific product or service sold, produced or
conducted on the premises on which advertising copy, logos, symbols or emblems may or may
not be printed, painted or attached. Commercial balloons may be tethered or mounted to a
structure on the ground,

g. Sign, Commercial Flag or Pennant. An on-site sign on which advertising copy, logos,
symbols or emblems may or may not be printed, painted or attached, and which advertises goods
or services sold, produced or conducted on the premises, or any of the events referenced in
24.04.150(8); and constructed of fabric or any non-rigid material with no fully-enclosing

framework, and designed to be attached securely to a permanent pole or post;



h. Sign, Construction. A temporary on-site sign indicating the names of architects,
engineers, landscape architects, contractors, financier and similar artisans involved in the design
and construction of a structure or project during the period of construction;

i. Sign, Directional. A sign containing words or symbols indicating an entrance to, exit
from, or location of parking, loading, restrooms and emergency entrances which are for the
convenience of the public;

j. Sign, Electronic Message - A variable message sign that utilizes computer-generated
messages or some other electronic means of ché.nging copy. These signs include displays using
incadescent lamps, LEDs, LCDs or a flipper matrix, and may also enable changes to be madé to
messages from locations other than at the sign. Electronic message signs shall be classified as
animated, flashing or moving signs when the rate of copy and/or graphic changes is more than -
one change per second;

k. Sign, Flashing — A sign that contains flashing lights or exhibits noticeable changes in
light intensity with a basic on-off of the same light source or display pattern, or that includes the
illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation, or an externally-mounted
intermittent light source. Generally, the sign’s message, copy or flashing pattern is constantly
repeated;

1. Sign, Ground. A sign placed upon, or supported by, the ground independently of any
building or structure on the property;

m. Sign, Identification. An on-site sign which carries only the name and address of a
building, business, development or establishment. Such sign may be wholly or partly devoted to
a readily recognized symbol;

n. Sign, Menu Board - An on-site sign designed and used for the display of menu items
and pictures and/or prices of menu items;

0. Sign, Monument. A detached ground sign for which the width of the widest part of the
base or pole or pylon cover of the sign is at least one half the width of the widest part of the sign
face, or for which the sign or sign cabinet supports consists of visible poles or pylons supporting
a sign cabinet or face that is not more than two feet above the average grade of the ground under
the sign face;

p. Sign, Moving — A sign that that includes motion or movement, or the illusion of

motion or movement;




q. Sign, Nameplate. A small on-site sign located at any entrance to a building and
indicating the name and/or address of an occupant and, where applicable, a professional status;

r. Sign, Off-site. A sign delivering a message or advertisement other than the name,
occupation or nature of the activities conducted on the prer'nises or the products sold or
manufactured thereon; _

s. Sign, Off-Site Billboard. An off-site junior or standard billboard sign. Off-site
billboards do not inlcude off-site signs that meet the criteria set forth in Sections 24.04.190.2,
24.04.190.6, 24.04.190.10, 24.04.190.18 or 24.04.251.2.]. of this Code;

t. Sign, Off-Site Junior Billboard. An off-site sign with any face equal to or less than
three hundred square feet in area, and not exceeding thirty feet in total height above adjoining
grade;

u. Sign, Off-Site Standard Billboard. An oft-site sign with any sign face greater than
three hundred square feet in area, but not exceeding fourteen feet in height and forty-eight feet in
length, plus any allowed extensions;

v. Sign, On-site. A sign which carries only a message or advertisement strictly incidental
to a lawful use of the premises on which it is located, including signs or sign devices indicating
the business transacted, services rendered, goods sold or produced on the premises, the rental or
lease of products or building space, name of the person, firm or corporation occupying the
premises;

w. Sign, Pole or Pylon. A detached ground sign whose sign face or cabinet is more than
two feet above ground level and is supported by poles, pylons or posts;

x. Sign, Political. A sign pertaining to the announcement of an individual being a legally
registered candidate for an elective political office, or a sign stating a position regarding any
issue that has been placed on a ballot for public vote or referendum. Any such sign exceeding six
square feet of gross surface area shall be classified as an off-site sign and regulated accordingly;

y. Sign, Portable. A temporary on-site sign designed in such a manner to be readily
movable and not permanently attached to the property; such as, A-frames, trailer signs, signs
placed on vehicles, beacon lights and other similar signs. Any such sign shall not exceed a
height of ten feet above grade; and shall not exceed sixty square feet per side in gross surface

area;



z. Sign, Project Directory. An on-site sign containing the names and locations, in list or
map form, of the individual components making up a planned unit development, shopping center
or similar project;

aa. Sign, Project Title. A sign which carries the overall name of a residential subdivision,
shopping center, industrial park, medical complex, planned unit development, mobile home park
and similar projects;

bb. Sign, Projecting. An on-site sign suspended from, or supported by, a building or
structure and projecting there from a distance exceeding one foot beyond the property line;

cc. Sign, Real Estate. An on-site sign, excluding any portable sign as defined herein,
displayed for the purpose of offering real property for sale, lease or rent;

dd. Sign, Roof. A sign erected upon or above the roof of a builc;ing or structure that does
not meet the definition of a Building Sign;

ee. Sign, Rotating — A sign that tumns or spins on or around a pole or other similar axis
point;

ff. Sign, Scrolling — An electronic message sign that includes a message transition where
the message that is leaving or appearing moves horizontally or vertically across the sign display
surface;

gg. Sign, Temporary. An on-site sign, excluding any banner, commercial flag or pennant,
or constuction sign as otherwise defined in this Code, that is limited in the period of time that
such sign may remain on a property either by the limitations of these regulations or the
conditions of the permit;

hh. Sign, Variable Message. A sign that includes provisions, or the electronic or
mechanical means for, message or copy changes. These signs may include changeable message
or copy with letters and/or numbers mounted in or on a track system, time and temperature signs,
electronic message signs, menu boards, signs with scrolling faces, and signs with rotating
sections or panels (i.e., tri-vision and similar type displays);

il. Sign, Wall. A sign attached to, erected against, or painted onto a wall of a building
with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to said wall;

j3- Sign, Window. On-site signs, either temporary or permanent, installed on the window
area of a building;

2. Definitions. The definitions set out below are applicable to this chapter:



a. Abutting - Abutting means touching or directly contiguous to.

b. Adjacent - Adjacent means no farther than one hundred fifty linear feet, unless
otherwise provided in a specific section of this Code.

c. Institution. The building, group of buildings, or place of confinement or use of an
established organization or foundation dedicated to public service, education, or culture, or any
church or school.

d. Nit — Nit shall mean a unit of luminance equal to one candela (one candle) per square
meter,

e. Owner. Owner of a sign includes the property owner of record, manager, lessee,
designated agent, or any person exercising control over the sign.

f. Pole or Pyton Cover or Wrap — An enclosure for concealing and/or decorating poles or
other structural supports of a ground or pole sign.

g. Sign. Any structure, fixture, banner, flag, pennant, placard or device using text
(including letter, word, or numeral), pictorial representation (including iltustration, declaration,
or figure), emblem (including device, symbol, logo, or trademark), attention attracting device
such as strobe lights, flashing lights or beacon lights, or any other thing which is designed,
intended, or used to identify, instruct, attract, ginde, advertise or inform, any part of which is
visible from any adjacent property or public street or highway.

h. Sign Cabinet — The structural frame that encloses one or more sign faces.

1. Sign Structure. A structure of any kind which is built or constructed and supports or is
capable of supporting a sign as defined in this chapter. A sign structure shall include the
foundation and base, the poles or pylons that support the sign, any stuctural extensions that
support a sign or its cabinet, any structural framework that supports a sign face, or any sign face
cabinet.

J. Zoning District or District. Zoning classifications established in the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Unified Zoning Code as set forth in Title 28 of the Code of the City of Wichita,

k. Zoning Lot. A parcel of land that is designated by its owner or developer, at the time
of applying for a building permit as one lot, all of which is to be used, developed or built upon as
a unit under single ownership. As long as it satisfies the requirement of the above and the
requirements of the subdivision rules and regulations, such lot may consist of (1) a single lot of

record, (2) a portion of a lot of record, or (3} a combination of complete lots of record, complete



lots and portions of lots of record, or portions of lots of record. For purposes of this Code,
approved Community Unit Plans, Planned Unit Developments or “P-O” Protective Overlays, as
defined in the Wichita-Sedgwick County Unified Zoning Code, shall be considered as a single
zoning lot,

2. To the extent they are not inconsistent with this chaptér, the definitions adopted for
Title 28 of the Code of the City of Wichita, as amended shall apply to the terms used in this
chapter. The use of zoning definitions and reference to the zoning code is for purposes of
convenience and shall not be deemed to make the sign ordinance or activities or regulation under
the sign ordinance as zoning or zoning regulation.

3. Signs subject to more than one classification. Whenever a sign could be subject to
more than one classification, the superintendent of central inspection shall determine the most
appropriate classification and apply all applicable regulations.

SECTION 4. Section 24.04.220 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby amended to
read as follows:

24.04.220. General requirements. The signs regulated by this chapter shall be subject to all
applicable ordinances, conditions and special requirements as may be specified herein.

(a) All signs shall comply with the appropriate detailed provisions of Title 18, building
code, relating to the design, structural members and connections.

(b) All signs shall comply with the applicable provisions of Title 19, electrical code, and
subject to the permits required therein.

(c) All signs shall comply with the limitations of height, area, type, and illumination
requirements as set forth in this chapter.

(d) No signs, except for commercial flag or pennant signs, shall be erected that will allow
the sign to swing or rotate due to wind action. All signs shall be securely fastened so that
movement in any direction is prevented.

(e) Every sign, except for advertising decoration, banner and commercial flag or pennant
signs, shall be erected level and plumb and be constructed of galvanized metal or otherwise
protected from corrosion.

(f) No ground or pole sign of combustible material shall be erected closer to a property
line or to a building than the distance required by the building code for type VN construction,

except for temporary signs.
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(g) Structures of all signs and sign structures shall be fabricated of noncombustible
materials and supported by concrete foundations or anchored with metallic connections to the
supporting structure. All electrically illuminated signs shall be constructed as set forth in the
electrical code; however, signs may be constructed of heavy timber or faced with combustible
materials upon approval of the superintendent of central inspection. |

(h) Wall signs shall not extend beyond the top or ends of the wall surface on which the
sign is placed without the approval of the superintendent of central inspection,

’ (1) No projecting sign shall be erected closer to an adjacent property than the distance the
sign projects from its support. All projecting signs shall be constructed entirely of incombustible
material.

(j) Signs erected on, attached to or made a part of a canopy or marquee projecting over
public right-of-way shall be considered projecting signs.

(k) Roof signs shall be constructed of incombustible material and shall be so located as
not to interfere with the drainage of the roof, or to prevent access onto any portion of the roof. A
permit for any roof sign shall be issued only after compliance by the applicant with the following
provisions:

The applicant shall give a bond in the sum of five thousand dollars to save and hold the
City free and harmless from all damagesAwhich may be occasioned by the erection and
maintenance of such sign; the bond is to be signed by the sureties acceptable to the city and to be
approved as to form by the city attorney.

In lieu of this bond of five thousand dollars for each roof sign permitted under this
section, it shall be permissible to file with the city a blanket surety bond to cover all roof signs
erected and maintained by a person within the city. Such bond shall be of such nature as to cover
such roof sign erected and maintained, in the amount of five thousand dollars, Such blanket
surety bond shall be conditioned to save and hold the city free and harmless for any and all
damages, claims or demands which may be occasioned by the erection and maintenance of such
sign.” Such bond shall be signed by sureties acceptable to the City and shall be approved as to
form by the city attorney.

(1) Each sign, except temporary signs for which permits have been issued for thirty days
or less, shall have the name of the sign owner affixed to the sign in a manner approved by the

superintendent of central inspection.'
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(m) Gross Surface Area of an On-Site Sign. The gross surface area of a sign shall be the
sum of all surface areas of all the sign faces, except that ground or pole signs designed as double-
faced signs, with both faces parallel and when the distance between the faces does not exceed
three feet, then only one face of the sign shall be considered in determining the sign area.

In determining the surface of a sign, each face of a sign may be broken down into two
areas. Each surface area shall include the total area within a single continuous perimeter
enclosing the extreme limits of the sign elements. Such perimeters need not include any
. structural elements lying outside the limits of such sign when they do not form an integral part of
the display, nor shall it include either: (i) architectural embellishments when such do not contain
any advertising or printed copy, are not lighted and do not exceed ten percent of the permitted
sign area; or (1i) a sign pole or pylon cover or aesthetic wrap when such does not contain any
advertising or printed copy and is not internally lighted.

(n) Limitations. Limitations apply to the type, height, setback, number, and gross surface
area of signs on each zoning lot.

(o) Height of Sign. Sign height shall be measured from grade at the base of the sign to
the highest portion of the sign structure.

(p) llluminated Signs. Signs shall be shaded wherever necessary to avoid casting bright
light upon property located any residential district or upon any public street. Any illuminated
sign located on a lot adjacent to or across the street from any residential district, which sign is
visible and within two hundred feet of any residential district, shall not be illuminated between
the hours of eleven p.m. and seven a.m. Signs may not be illuminated unless so designated to
permit same.

(q) Electronic Message Signs. No electronic message sign shall be erected or installed
without dimming controls to ensure the sign is appropriately dimmed at night. Acceptable
dimming controls include automated light sensing devices (photocells) and/or programmable
controls that are set by the user to automatically dim the sign at night. Generally, the maximum
nighttime brightness and/or light intensity shall not exceed 3,000 nits (or equivalent). For
electronic message signs that have a maximum brightness and/or light intensity of 3,000 nits or
less (or equivalent), dimming controls shall not be required.

(r) Flashing or Moving Signs. No flashing signs, rotating or moving signs, animated signs,

signs with moving lights, or signs which create the illusion of movement shall be permitted in a
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residential zoning district, or in the "NO" Neighborhood Office district, "GO" General Office
district, "NR" Neighborhood Retail district, "OW" Office/Warehouse district, or the "IP"
Industrial Park district.

(s) Facing Direction of Travel. A sign shall be considered facing the direction of travel
when it is visible from any lane of traffic proceeding along a street and the face of such sign is a
plane within thirty degrees of a line perpendicular to the centerline of the street. A sign shall be
considered facing both directions of travel along a street if the angle exceeds the thirty degrees as
described above. Exception: A sign located within two hundred fifty feet of an intersection of
arterials or expressways, or combination thereof, shall be considered facing the line of traffic it is
more directed toward providing the face of the sign is in a plane within thirty degrees of a line
perpendicular to the centerline of that street.

(t) Distance Between Off-Site Signs. Distance between off-éite signs facing a direction of
travel shall be measured at the centerline of a street at the points where lines are projected
perpendicular to the center line of the street to the center of the signs.

{(u) No portion of a sign that is located within the triangle formed by the imaginary
intersection of curb lines at the intersection of two streets, and extending for a distance of fifty
feet each way from that imaginary intersection of a curb line of any corner lot, shall be permitted
to extend closer than ten feet to grade of adjacent roadway surface.

(v) Any sign authorized in this ordinance is allowed to contain noncommercial copy in
lieu of any other copy.

(w) Alternative or additional requirements concerning the type, size, height, and location
of signs may be established on specific sites subject to the community unit plan regulations found
in the Unified Zoning Code in accordance with procedures set forth therein.

SECTION 5. Section 24.04.223 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby created to
read as follows:

24.04.223. Specific historic preservation requirements. When otherwise permitted by this
Chapter, electronic message signs on buildings or properties listed on an historic register, or on
properties within a designated historic district, or electronic message signs on buildings or
properties within the environs of buildings or properties listed on an historic register or within
the environs of a designated historic district, shall be subject to the following conditions and/or

special requirements:
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1. Electronic message signs on buildings or properties within the environs of a listed
historic building or property, or within the environs of a designated historic district, may be
reviewed and approved by City staff as allowed for in Section 2.12,1023 of the Code of the City
of Wichita, subject to the following provisions:

Not more than one electronic message sign shall be permitted on a zoning lot;

b. Animated, flashing or moving electronic message signs are not permitted, except
for scrolling electronic message signs, which may be permitted;

¢. Electronic message sign images or messages shall not change more than once
every three seconds, except for scrolling electronic message signs, which may be
permitted,

d. Electronic message building signs shall be limited in total area to ten percent of
the area of the wall elevation to which such sign is attached, and no electronic
message building sign shall exceed two hundred square feet in area;

e. Electronic message ground signs shall be limited in area to a maximum size equal
to or less than fifty percent of the linear street frontage of the zoning lot on which
the electronic message ground sign is located, with a maximum electronic
message sign area of two hundred square feet.

2. Electronic message signs on buildings or properties within the environs of a listed
historic building or property, or within the environs of a designated historic district that do not
qualify for review under the provisions of Section 24.04.223.1, but otherwise meet the provisions
of the Sign Code, must be reviewed and approved by the City of Wichita Historic Preservation
Board.

3. For electronic message signs on individual buildings or properties listed on an historic
register, or on buildings or properties within a designated historic district, the following
conditions and special requirements shall apply: |

a. No electronic message signs shall be permitted except on or for theater buildings.
Electronic message signs for theaters shall be considered on a case-by-case basis
by the City of Wichita Historic Preservation Board;

b. Electronic message signs on or for theater buildings shall comprise only a portion

of the overall marquee and/or signage design package for the theater.
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SECTION 6. Section 24.04.251 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby amended to
read as follows:
24.04.251. Sign Code Adjustments.

1. Authority. The Planning Director, with the concurrence of the Zoning Administrator,
shall have the authority to approve applications for Sign Code Adjustments.

2.  Types of Adjustments Allowed. Sign Code Adjustments shall be limited to the

following:

f

. Reducing the minimum allowed distance required between on-site ground,
monument or pole signs by up to one-third,

b. Increasing the maximum allowed height of on-site ground, monument or pole
signs, or of building or wall signs, by up to twenty percent;

c. Increasing thé maximum allowed size of individual building or wall signs or of the
total allowed building sign wall elevation coverage by up to twenty percent;

d. Increasing the maximum number of allowed building or wall signs per any

elevation by up to one (1) in the NO, GO, NR, OW or IP zoning districts, or up to

two (2) such signs per any elevation in the LC zoning district.

o

Reducing ‘Fhe minimum allowed depth of parking , loading or open space area
required in the LC zoning district for building or wall signs on ¢levations not
having street frontage;

f. Allowing structurally altered legal non-conforming on-site pole, ground or
monument signs to be structurally altered at their existing base or pole structure
location provided that the extent of non-conforming sign height or sign size is
reduced;

g. Allowing legal non-conforming off-site pole, ground or monument signs to be

structurally altered to an extent exceeding fifty percent of the sign’s structural

value or to an extent that includes repairs or modifications exceeding fifty percent
of the of the sign’s structure, at their existing base or pole structure location
provided the number of main support poles or pylons are reduced to a single
support pole or pylon, or the extent of non-conforming sign height or sign size is

reduced;
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h. Increasing the maximum allowed height of ground, monument or pole signs for
on-site or off-site signs located within seventy-five feet of a zoning lot line that
directly abuts the right-of way of an elevated portion of a highway structure to a
height at the top of the sign that does not exceed twenty feet above the height of
the top of the highest railing or barrier along the traffic deck or decks within the
right-of-way at a point perpendicular the sign.

i. Allowing variable message or electronic message signs for institutional uses
located in any residential zoning district, or in any “NO”, “GO”, “NR”, “OW” or
“IP” zoning districts.

j. Allowing “off-site” signs that do not exceed one hundred square feet in area or
twenty-five feet in height, provided that the sign for the business being advertised
is located on a zoning lot that abuts or is adjacent to the zoning lot on which the
advertised business is located, and on which the proposed “off-site” sign would
otherwise be allowed by the “on-site™ sign regulations set forth in Sections
24.04.193, 24.04.199 or 24.04.221.

k. Increasing the maximum distance that an off-site project title sign may be placed
from a subdivision, as set forth in Section 24.04.190.6.i.(1), by up to twenty-five
percent (25%). '

1. Increasing the maximum nighttime brightness and/or light intensity of allowed
electronic message signs, as set forth in Section 24.04.220(q), up to a maximum of
4,000 nits (or equivalent).

For signs not located within an approved Community Unit Plan (CUP), Planned Unit

‘Development (PUD) or Protective Overlay (PO), or located within a CUP, PUD or PO wherein

the CUP, PUD or PO provisions and/or conditions refer only to signs as allowed or permitted by

the Sign Code, the applicant requesting a sign adjustment may file a variance request to the

Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals pursuant to Art. V.G of the Wichita-Sedgwick County

Unified Zoning Code if the adjustment request is denied, or when such adjustment request has

been approved with conditions or modifications that are unacceptable to the applicant. The

filing fee for any sign adjustment shall be applied toward the filing fee for any variance request.

For signs located within an approved Community Unit Plan (CUP), Planned Unit

Development (PUD) or Protective Overlay (PO) wherein the CUP, PUD or PO provision and/or

16



conditions set forth specific sign requirements for the CUP, PUD or PO, the applicant
requesting a sign adjustment may file an amendment to the CUP, PUD or PO pursuant to Art.
V.C or V.E of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Unified Zoning Code if the adjustment request is
denied or when such adjustment request has been approved with conditions or modifications
that are unacceptable to the applicant. The filing fee for any sign adjustment shall be applied
toward the filing fee for any amendment request. .

5. Appeals of approved sign adjustments by other than the sign adjustment applicant
and/or property owner may be taken to the Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals by filing an appeal
with the Board of Zoning Appeals’ secretary within the time limit specified by the rules of the
Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals, and in accordance with Art. V.F of the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Unified Zoning Code.

6. Sign Code Adjustment criteria. The Planning Director shall not approve a Sign
Code Adjustment if the Planning Director finds that the proposed development:

a. Creates more adverse impacts on existing uses in surrounding areas than
those that might reasonably result from development of the site in strict
compliance with the adjusted standard;

b. Would ﬁot be compatible with existing or permitted uses on abutting sites, in
terms of adjusted sign height or size, number of signs, sign bulk and scale, or
minimum allowed depth of parking , loading or open space area required;

c. Will be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the immediate vicinity for reasons
specifically articulated by the Planning Director.

7. Appeals from the Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals. Any person, official or
governmental agency dissatisfied with the decision of the Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals
may bring an action in the district court of the Fighteenth Judicial District to determine the
reasonableness of such decision. Such appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the final decision
of the Wichita Board of Zoning Appeals.

SECTION 7. The originals of Sections 24.04.060, 24.04.085, 24.04.185, 24.04.220 and
24.04.251 of the Code of the City of Wichita are hereby repealed.
SECTION 8. This ordinance shall be included in the Code of the City of Wichita,

Kansas, and shall be shall be effective upon publication once in the official paper.
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ADOPTED AT WICHITA, KANSAS, THIS ‘! DAY OF AUIGUST, 2007.

arl Brewer, Mayor

—

ATTEST:

<ot ottt

Karen Sublett City Clerk

Approved as to Form:

M ?@%,,/cmfm

ebenstorf, Dl[’ c r of]Law
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AFFIDAVIT

" STATE OF KANSAS \
. SS.

~ County of Sedgwick /

Nicole Mandina, of lawful age, being tirst duly
sworn, deposeth and saith: That she is
Record Clerk of The Wichita Eagle, a daily
newspaper published in the City of Wichita,
County of Sedgwick, State of Kansas, and
having a general paid circulation on a daily
basis in said County, which said newspaper
has been continuously and uninterruptediy
published in said County tor more than one
year prior to the first publication of the notice
hereinafter mentioned, and which said
newspaper has been entered as second class
mail matter at the United States Post Office in
Wichita, Kansas, and which said newspaper
is not a trade, religious or fraternal publication
and that a notice of a true copy is hereto
attached was published in the regular and
entire Morning issue of said The Wichita
Eagle for __1_ issues - weeks, that the first
publication of said notice was

made as aforesaid on the 1 7th of

August_aD._2007 _, with

subsequent publications being made on
the following dates:

And affiant further says that she has
personal knowledge of the statements above
set forth and that they are true,

A Y

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

Notary Public Sedgwick County, Ka’p‘.‘(as

DANNA M, INGRAM
NOTARY PUBLIC

w.  STATE OF KANSAS
< My Agpt. EKP-M

Printers Fee: $543.60

(Lsicton /77 %,%N

2716010



[EGAL PUBLICATION

Published In The Wichlta Eagle
on August 17, 2007 (#2716010}
ORDINANCE NO.47-542

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS
24.04.060, 24.04.085, 24,04.185, 24.04.220 AND
24.04 251 AND REPEALING THE ORIGINALS
OF ID AMENDED SECTIONS; AND
CREATING SECTION 24.04.223, ALL IN THE
CODE OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, KANSAS,
AND PERTAINING TO THE SIGN CODES OF
THE “ITY OF WICHITA, KANSAS.
BE ¥' ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING
BODY OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, KANSAS:
SECTION 1. Section 24.04.060 of the Code of the
Cily of Wichita is hereby amended to read as
follow i:
Section 2404060, Permit application and
tssuance.
{a} Applicalion for permits shall be made 1o Ihe
supe, intendent of central Inspection upon forms
provieed by the cily and shall be accompanled
by such information as may be reauired to
assure complfance with all appropriale regu-
iatiuns. This may include drawlngs Indicaling
Ihe 5410 legend or advertising message, loca-
tlon, dimenslons, construcilon and structural
design. If the superintendent of ceniral Inspec-
tion deems it necessary, he may also reaulre
that % licensed engineer furnish information
conce, ning structural design of Ihe sign and the
proposed attachments.

{b) The superintendeni of central inspeciion
shail issue 8 permil for a sign when an appli-
cation’ therefor nas been made and the slgn
c?mnl.es with all appiicable regulations of the
clty.

{c) A parmanen] sign permil Issued under
the rrovisions of Ihis chapter shall expire by
limila lont and become null and void if the work
authorized by such permil is not commenced
within one hundred elghty davs from Ihe date of
such permii, or If the work aulhorlzed by such
perm:! is suspended or abandoned for a period
of one hundred tweniy days or more al any
time afler the work is commenced.

The superintendent of ceniral inspection
may grant exienslons to these fime tlimitalions
when a requesl is made In writing due to
unusual circumstances. Before such work can
be commenced or resumed thergafler, 8 new
pereril shall first be obtained and the fee there-
for i all ba cne-half the amounl required for &
new permi for such work; provided no changes
have been made In the original design of the
sign, and provided further that such suspension
or abandenment has nol exceeded one year.

(d Onty licensed and bonded sign hangers
may wlace, locate, erect, consiruci, recon-
siruct, remodei, relocale, aller, hang, aifix or
create by palnting any sign requlring a permit.
Exceotions:

(1} Temporary sipns set forth in Section
24.04.730, except for commercial balloon slans,
provide d thal the superintendent of central
[nse.action may require such a sign hanger
whén the location or nature of such sign
requir :5 such sign hanger in the determination
of the superintenden!;

(2) Maintenance and repalring of exlsting slpns.
by it % owner when no structural changes are
made o asign;

(3) Portable signs.

(e} No permil for & slgn Issued under ihis
chapler shali be deermed to conslilule permis-
sion ¢ authorization to maintaln & public or
privat « nulsance, nor shali any ‘permit Issued

_ hereunder consiliute a defense in an aclion 10
abale a nulsance.

(> No permit shall be issued for a new sipn
or the reconstruction, reiocation or expansion
of a noncomforming sign, when Ihe issusnce of

- the permit would be contrary lo applicable
regulations.
{9) Anplications for elecironic message signs
shall Le accompanied by 1he following infor-
mation:
{1) Specifications from the sign manufacturer
providing the maximum nit {or equivaieni} rai-
Ing of he sign;
(2) Indormation from Ithe sign manufacturer
Indicaling the type of dimming conirol thai will
be provided with ihe sign lo ensure Ihe sign Is
appryoriately dimmed al night;
{3) A signed letter from the property or busi-
ness owner for whem the sign is belng instalted
that acknowledges Ihe property or business
owner's agreement 1o abide by Slgn Code regu-
latlon: governing dimming of Ihe sign af night;

(4) The provislons of Secilons 24,04.060.9.(2)
and 24.04.060.9(3) shall no! be required for elec-
tronic message signs that have a maximum
brighness and/or {ight intensily roling of 3,000
nits (o equlvalent} or less,

SECTION 2. Seciion 24.04.085 of Ihe Code of ihe
Ciy of Wichlts is hereby amended 10 read as
follgws:

Sectien 24.04.085 Nonconforming signs.

(a} Any permanent sign in existence on the
effective date of the ordinance codlfled in this
chapler (May 4, 1990) which does nol conform
to Im provisions of this chapter, bul which was
erecied, consiructed, reconsfructed, remod-
eled, relocated, allered, hung, affixed or cre-
pled by painling in compliance with ail pre-
vlously applicable regulations shall be regarded
as a ~onconforming sign and may confinue 10
exlst a5 & nonconforming sign, except as here-
after provided.

{b) Any permanent sign In exlstence on
December 13, 1974, which did nol conform 1o
the thn existing provisions of the sign regu-
lalions, but which was erecied, consirucled,
reconsiructed, remodeied, relocaled, allered,
humg, affixed or created by painting in cornpli-
ance ‘with all previously applicable regulations,
shall b¥ regarded as a nonconforming sign and
may confinue 1o exist 8s a nonconforming sipn,
except as hereafler provided.

{c) The following signs must be removed or
conform 1o all applicable provislons of this
chapter within fileen years from the first date
of nonconformance: .

{1) Ot-sile signs which are withln six hundred
sixty feel of the established bank lines of the Blg
or Lilt & Arkansas Rivers;

{2} Slgns which are prolecling over public
rights-of-way In a manner nol permifled by
Section 24.04.200.

{0 Poriable signs which do nol conform to
the pruvisions of 1his chapter and for which an
annual femporary sign permit had been
obialned prior to May 4, 1990, may continue In
their existing locations for the duration of time
noled i the permil, and two addltienal annual
permits may be issued for continued use al the
same location, bul all poriable slgns must
theraafter conform fo all applicable regulations
of ihls chapler effective November 14, 1992,

Te) Any electronlc message sign in exisfence on
Augusli 18, 2007, which dees not contorm la the
dimming conirol reauiremenis outlined in
Section 74,04.220 {a) of this Chapler shall be
required to modifty such elecironic message
sign lo comply wiih the dimming conirol
requirements of Seclion 2404220 {(a) by
January 31, 2008,

SECTION 1, Section 24.04.185 of the Code of the
Cily of Wichlla is hereby amended to read as
follows: !

24.04.105, Classifications and Oefinitions.

1, Classificallon of Sipns. Slgns shall be clas-
sified bv the superintendent of central inspec-
tion in accordance with the following classifl-
catlons and definltions: )

a. Sign, Advertising Decorallon. Various sign
malerials used for femporary display and
decoralion, including streamers, siring pen-
nants, pinwheels, bunling and other similar
devices on which no advertising copy, logos,
symbols or emblems are printed, painted or
attached, and that also comply wilh Seclion
24,04.230 of this Code;

b. Sign, Anlmaled - An electronic message sign
depicling action, mollon, koht or color changes
through elecirical or mechanical means,
Although technologically similar te flashing
stgns, Jhe animated sign emphasizes praphics
nrd arfistic display and may include video dis-
plays;

¢. Slgn, Banner. An on-site sign on which
adverlising copy, logos, symbols or emblems
moy be printed, painted or allached, and
which advertises goods or services sold, pro-
duced or conducted on Ihe premises, or a spe-
clal event as referented in 24.04.190(8); con-
structed of fabric or any non-rigid material
with no fully enclosing framework; and
designed to be altached securely at each end
or corner of |he banner sign to a wall, canopy,
posls or slakes;

d. Sign, Building. An on-sHe sign atlached 10 or
painted onlg & wall, awning, canopy, building
or structure; or thai is aitached to, bul not
palnled on, a roof struciure or roof surface, the
height of which shall nol exceed the height of
the roof or wall parapet, or of any of the lollow-
ing: {1) the highest point of the coping of a flal
roof; (2) the deck fine of a mansard roof; (3)
the average height between the eaves and
ridge line of a gable, hip ar gambre! roof or (3)
three feet above Ihe finished roof deck if the
average height of a pable, hip or gambre! roof
is less than three feet above the bollom or low-
est edge of the roofiing; excep! thal & building
or struclure that was conslrucied prior 1o May
4, 1990 that does not have an area ai leas! ihree
feet tall and twenty feet wide above an
unplazed poriion of the building elavation, the
bottom of which 1s ai leas! seven feel above
grade, may have a buliding slan which shall nol
exceed four feel, six Inches abave the roof or
parapet; .

e, Sign, Bulletin Board. An on-sile sign confain-
ing 1he name of the insfitullon or erganization,
and may also include names of persons con-
nected with 11, announcemenis of persons,
avents or activities vecurring at the Insiitulion.
Such sign may also present 8 greeling or simi-
lar message; : .

1. Sign, Commercisl Balicon. An on-sie, tem-
porary sign that Is Inflated and exceeds five
square feel in area, designed fo adver|lse a
specliic producl or service sold, produced or
conducted on the premises on which adverils-
ing copy, l0gos, symbaols or embigms may or
mav nol be printed, palnted or attached.
Commercial balloons may be tethered or
mounted to a siruciyre on the ground;

9. Slpn, Commerclal Flag or Pennant. An on-
site slgn* on which adverlising copy. logos,
symbols or emblems may or may nol be
printed, painted or atlached, and which adver-
tises goods or services sold, produced or con-
ducted on the premises, or any of ihe events
referenced in 24.04,190(8); and constructed of
tabric or any non-rigid material with no fully-
anclosing framewark, and designed to be
aliached securely to a permaneni pole or pos!;

h. Sign, Consiruction. A temporary on-sife sign
indicating Ihe names of archltecls, engineers,
landscape architects, contractors, finoncler
and simllar arfisans involved in the design and
consiruction of a siructure or project during
the period of construclion;

i. Slgn, Direclional. A sign confaining words or
symbols Indicating an entrance o, exit from, or
location of parking, ivading, restrooms and
emergency enirances which are for the con-
venlence of 1he public;

i. Sign, Elecironlc Message - A variable mes-
sage slgn Iha! utilizes cemputer-generaled
messages or some other elecirontc means of
changing copy. These sipns include displays
using kncadescent famps, LEDS, LCDs or a
flipper matrix, and may alse enable changes to
be made to messages from locations alher than
al the slgn. Elecironic message signs shall ba
classified as animated, flashing or meoving slons
when Ihe rate of copy and/or graphic changes
is more than one change per second;

K. Sign, Flashing - A sign Ihal contalns flashing
fighls or exhibils noliceable changes [n light
Intenshy with & basic on-off of the same ligh!
source or display patiern, or thal includes Ihe
llkusion of intermitlenl or flashing light by
means of anlmallon, or an externally-mounted
Intermittent light source. Generally, the sion’s
message, copy of flashing pattern is consiantly
repeated;

1. Sign, Ground. A sign placed upon, or sup-
ported by, Ihe ground indepéndenily of any
building or structure on the properly;

m. Sign, Mentification. An on-site sign which
carries only Ihe name and address of a bulld-
ing, business, davelopmeni or establlshmaent.
Such sign mav be wholly or parily devoted to a
readily recognized symbok;

n. Sign, Menu Board - An on-siie slun designed
and used for the display of menu ltems and pic-
fures and/or prices of menu ilems;

0. $ign, Monumeni. A detached ground sign for
which the width of the widest part of the base
or pole or pylen cover of the sign is at less! one
hakf he widih of lhe widast part of tha slon
tace, or for which Ihe sign or slgn cablne! sup-
ports consists of visible poles or pylens sup-
porting a sign cabinet or face that Is no! more
than two feet above the average grade of the
ground under 1ha sign face;

p. Sign, Moving - A sign thal that Inciudes
molion or movement, or the ilusion of motion
or movement;

q. Sign, Nameplate, A small on-sile sign located
at anv enirance to a bullding and Indicaiing the
name and/or address of an occupant and,
where applicable, a professional slatus;

r. Sign, Otf-site. A sign dellvering a message or
advertisement other than the name, occupation
or nature of the activities conducted on the
premises or the products sold or manufacturad
theraon;

s, Sign, OH-Sie Billboard, An off-site junlor or
standard billboard sign. Off-site blllboards do
not Inicude off-site signs 1hat meel the crileria
set forth In Sectlons 24.04.190.2, 24.04.190.6,
240419010, 24.04,190.18 or 24.04.251.21, of this|

Code; R

1. Sign, Off-Site Junior Blliboard. An off-sile sign;
with any face equal to or less than three hun-
dred square feel in area, and nol exceeding
thirty feef In lotal helght above adioining grade;
u, $ign, OfH-Site Standard Blliboard, An off-site
sign wilh any sign face greater than ihrea hun-
dred square feet in area, bul not exceeding
fourteen feet in height and forly-eight feel In
length, plus any allowed extensions;

v. Sign, On-slte. A slgn which carries only a
message or adveriisement strictly Incidental fo
a lawlul use of the premises on which it Is
located, Including slons or sign devices indical-
Ing the business Iransacted, services rendared,
poods sold or produced on the premises, the
renlal or lgase of producis or bullding space,
name of the person, firm or corporalion occu-
pying the premises;

w, Sign, Pole or Pvlon. A detached ground sign
whose sign face or cablnet is more than two feet
above ground level and is supported by poles,

“pylons or posls;

x. Sign, Polltical, A slgn pertsining to the
anncuncement of an Individual being & legally
reglstered candidale for an elaclive palllical
office, or a sign siating & posillon regarding any,
Issue that has been placed on a bailot for publie
vole or referendum. Any such skin exceeding
six square fe¢l of gross surface area shall be
classifled as an off-sile slgn and regulated
accordingly;

v. Slgn, Portable. A temporary on-site sign
designed in such a manner to be readily mov-
abte and not permanently atlached to tha prop-
erly; such as, A-irames, trailer signs, signs
placed on vehiclas, beacon lights and othar simi-
lar slgns. Any such sign shail nol exceed a
heigh! of ten feel above grade; and shall not
exceed sixiv square feet per side in gross sur-
face area;

. Sign, Projec! Direclory. An on-sita sign con-
talning the names and locations, in list or map!
form, of lhe indlvidual componenis making up a
planned unit developmeni, shopping cenler or
slmilar prolect;

a8, Sign, Project Tiile. A slgn which carries \he
overall name of a residential subdivision, shop-
ping center, industrial park, medical complex,
planned unil development, mobile home park
and similar prolects;

bb. Slgn, Prolecting. An on-site slon

Ao

{rom, or supporied by, a building or structure
and projecting Ihere from a dislance exceeding
one {oot beyond the properly fine;

cc. Sign, Real Estate. An on-slte sign, excluding
any poriable sign as deflned herein, displayed
for tha purpose of offering real properly for
sale, lease or rent;

dd. Sign, Rood. A sign erected upon or above the
roof of & bullding or structure thal dees nol
meel ihe definilion of a Bullding Sign;

ee. Slgn, Rotating - A sign that furns or spins on
or around & pole or other similar axis poinl;

fi. Sign, Scroliing - An elecironic message sign
that includes & message transition where the
message that 1s leaving or appearing movas
horizontally or verlically across Ihe sign dispiay
surface;

gg. Sign, Temporary. An on-sile sign, excluding
any banner, commercial flag or pennan, or
constuctlen sign as otherwise defined in Inis
Code, Ihat 1s imited 1n 1he pariod of fime that
such slgn may remaln on a property either by
Ihe. [Emitations of these regulalions or the con-
ditiens of the permit;

hh. Slgn, Variable Message. A sign that includes,
provislons, or ihe elecironic or rmechanical
means for, message or copv changes, These
slons may include changeable message or copy
with letiers and/or numbers mounted in or on &
frack sysiem, Hime and temperslure signs,
olectronic message slons, menu boards, sians
with scrofling faces, and signs with rotaling sec-
tions or panels (Le., iri-vision and similar type
displays);

il. Slgn, Wall, A sipn attached to, erected
against, or painted onto a wall of 3 building wiih
the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to
said wall;

li. Slon, Window. On-slie sions, elther fem-
porary or permanen!, Installed on the window
area of a bullding;

2. Definlilons. The definilions sel ou! below are
applicabla to this chapter;

a. Abutting - Abuliing means louchlng or
dlrectly contiguous to.

b. Adlacent - Adiacent means no farther than
one hundred filty finear feet, unless otherwise
provided In 8 specific section of this Coda.

¢. tnsfitullon. The building, group of buildings, or
place of conflnemeni or use of an eslablished
organization or foundation dedicaled to public
service, education, or culiure, or any church or
school, .

d. NI - Nil shall mean a unlt of luminance equal
to one candela (one candle) per square meter,

e. Owner. Qwnar of & sign Includes the property
owner of record, manager, lessee, designaled
agent, or any person exercising conirol over the
slgn,

L Pole or Pyion Cover or Wrap - An enclosure
for conceallng and/or decoralling poles or other
structural supporls of a ground or pole sign.

g. Slgn. Any struciure, fixture, banner, flag,
pennant, placard or device using text (Including
letter, word, or numeral), pictorial represen-
tatlon {including llustration, declaration, or fig-
ure), emblem (Including device, symbol, togo,
or trademark), attentlon atiracting device such
as strobe lights, fiashing Viphts or beacon lights,
or.any othar thinp which is designed, Inlended,
or used 1o Identlfy, Instruct, attracl, puide,

advertlse or nform, any part of which Is visible]

from any adiacen! property or public sireet or
highway,

h. Sign Cablnel - The siruciural frame ihat
encloses one or mere slgn faces. .

1. Sign Siructure. A structure of any kind whic
Is bullt or consirucied and supporis or s capa-
ble of supporting a sign as deflned In this Chap-
fer. A sign siruciure shall include Ihe foundatlon
and base, the poles or pylons that support The
sign, any sluctural extensions that suppor! a
slgn or Its cablnet, any structural framework
that supports a slon face, or any sign face cabi-
net. .

i, Zonlng Disirict or District. Zoning classifications
esiablished In the Wichita-Sedgwick County
Unified Zoning Code as set forih in Title 28 of the
Code of the Cily of Wichila,

k. Zoning Lot, A parcel of 1and that 1s deslgnaled
by [ts owner or devaloper, al iha lime of apotying
for a building permit as one lol, all of which is 1o
be used, developad or bullt upen as & unlt under
single ownership, As long as | satisfies the
requlrement of the above and the requiremaents
of 1he subdlvision rules and regulatlons, such lol
may consist of (1) a single lol of record, (2) 8 por-
lon of a lot of record, or {3) & combination of
complete lots of record, complete lots and por-
tions of lols of record, or porlions of lots of
record. For purposes of ihis Code, approved
Community  Unit  Plans, Planned Unli
Developments or “P-0" Protecllve Overlays, as
defined in the Wichlla-Sedgwick County Unifled
Zoning Code, shall ba considerad as & single zon-
ing lot,

2. To the extent they are not Inconsisient with thig
chapler, the definitions adopted for Title 28 of the
Code of the Clty of Wichita, as amended shall
apply lo the termas used In this chapter. The use of
1oning definitions and reference to Ihe roning
code Is for purposes of convenience and shall not
be deemed 1o make the sign ordinance or actlvi-
fles or regulation under the sign ordinance as
roning or zoning regulalion.

3. Slgns subject to mora than one classificalion.
Whenever a slgn could be subjeci to more than
one classificatien, the superintendent of ceniral
Inspeclion shall determine the maost approprinle
classification and spely all applicabée regulallons.
SECTION 4. Section 24,04.220 of the Code of the
Cily of Wichlia Is hereby amended to read os fol-

ows:

24,04,720, General requirements. The slgns regu~
lated by this chapter shall be sublect 1o all appli-
cable ordinances, condltions and special’ reguire-
ments as may be specliled herein. t
{a} All signs shall comply wilh the appropriate
delallad provisions of Title 18, building code,
relaling to the daslgn, siructural members and
connectlans,

{b) All signs shall comply with the appiicable pro-
visfons of Tiile 19, elecirical code, and sublect to
the permits required,thereln.

{c¢} All signs shall comply with the limiiations of
helght, area, type, and illumination requirements
as set forth in this chapter,

(d) No signs, excep! for commercis! flag or pan-
nant signs, shall be erected that will allow the sign
to swing or rofale due to wind aclion. ARl signs
shaill ba securaly fasiened so that movement In
any directlon is prevented,

(e} Every sign, except for adverlising decoration,
banner and commercial flag or pennant signs,
shall be tracled level and piumb and be con-
siructed of galvanized melal or olherwise pro-
tected from corrosion.

(f) No ground or pole sign of combustible mate-
rial shall be erected closer 1o a properly line or 10
a bullding than tha distance reaulred by the build-
ing code for lype VN construction, except for
temporary skans,

(o) Structures of all signs and slgn structures
shall be fabricaled of noncombustible materlals
and supported by concrele foundallons or
anchored wilh metalllc conneclions to the sup-
porting structure. All electrically [luminaled signs
shall be construcied as sel forth in the elecirical
code; however, signs may be construcled of
heavy lmber or faced with combuslible male-
rlals upon approval of the suparintendent of cen-
tral Inspection. .

(h) Wall signs shal no} exiend beyond the fop or
ends of the wall suriace on which the sion is
placed withoul the approval of ihe superiniandeni
of central Inspection.

(1) No prolecting slgn shail be erected closer 1o an
adiacent properly Ihan the distance the sign pro-
lects from ils supporl. All prolecting signs shall be
consiructed enlirely of Incombustible material.

(i) Slgns erected on, allached lo or made a parl
of @ canopy or marquee profecling gver public
right-of-way shall be considered projecling signs.
(k) Roof slons shail be constructed of incombus-
tible materlal and shall be so lacaled as not to
interfere wilh ihe drainage of the roof, or 1o pre-
vent access onto any portion of the roof. A permit
for any roof sign shalt be Issued only affer compli-
ance by the applicant wilh the following pro-
vislens:

The applicanl shall give a bond In the surn of five
thousand dollars to save and hold Ihe City {ree
and-harmiess from all damages which may be
occasiened by the erection and maintenance of
such sign; the bond Is to be signed by the suretles
acceptable fo the clty and jo be approved as o
iorm by ihe cily atlorney.

Int lieu of this bend of five thousand dofiars for
each roof sign permilted under this sectlon, 1t
shall be permissible 1o file with the cily a blanket
surety bond to cover all roof signs erected and
malntalned by a person within the clly. Such bond
shall be of such nature as o cover such roof slan
erected and malnlained, In the amaounl of flve
thousand dollars. Such blanket surely bond shalt
be conditioned to save and hold Ihe clty free and
harmiess for any and all damages, claims or
demands which may be occasloned by the erec-
llon and maintenance of such sign. Such bond
shall be signed by surelies acceptable fo the Cily
and shall be approved as fo form by the city
attorney.

{) Each sion, except temporary slans for which
permils have been Issued for thirty days or less,
shall have the name of the slgn owner affixed to
the slgn In & manner approved by the
superinfendent of cenlral inspection.

{m) Gross Surface Ares of an On-Slie Sign. Tha
gross surface area of a slon shall be the sum of all
surface areas of all the sign faces, excep! that
ground or pole signs designed as doubio-faced
signs, with boinh faces parallel and when the
distance between Ihe faces does nol exceed three
feal, then only one face of Ihe sign shall be
considered in dateFmining ihe sign area.

In delermining the surface of a sign, each face of
& sign may be broken down info two areas. Each
surface area shalt inciude the folal area within 8
sinple continuous perimeter enclosing the
extreme lHimiis of the sion elements. Such
perimelers need nol Include any siructural
clernents lying oulside the [imits of such sign
when they do not form an Inlegral part of the
display, nar shall it include elther: (I}
archileclural embelllshments when such do nol
conlain any adverlising or printed copy, are nol
lighted and do not exceed fen porcent of the
permiited sign area; or (i) a sign pole or pylon
cover or aesthellc wrap when such does not
contain any adveniising or prinled copy and is nol
internalty tighled.

(n) Limitations, Limilations apply to the lype,

helght, solback, numbar, and gross surface area
of slgns on each zonlng lot.

(o) Height of Stgn. Sign helght shall be measurad
trom grade a1 the base of the sign to the highest
portlon of Ihe sign struclure.

{p) llluminaled Signs. Signs shall be shaded
wherever necessary lo avoid casling brioh light
upon properiy localed any residential district or
upon any public streef. Any llluminated sign
located on o 10} adjaceni to or across Ihe siraet
from any residenilal disirict, which sign is visible
and within two hundred feei of any residential
district, shall not be lluminated betwoen the hours
of eleven p.m. and seven a.m. Signs may no! be
illuminated unless so designated to permil same.
{a) Elecironlc Messsge Signs. No electronlc
message sign shall be erecied or'installed withou!
dimming conirols to ensure tha slgn Is
sppropriately dimmed at nighl.  Acceptable
dimming conlirols Include automated light sensing
devices (photocells) and/or programmable
controls that are set by the user o autormnatically
dim the sign at night, Genarally, the maximum
nighttime brighiness and/or light intensity shall
not excead 3,000 nlls (or equivaient). For
elecironlc message signs thal have a maximum
brightness and/or Hgh! Inlensily of 3,000 nits or
less {or equivalent), dimming conirols shall not be
required.

{r) Flashing or Moving Slgns. No flashing signs,
rolating or moving signs, animated signs, sions
wiln moving lights, or signs which create the
[Musion of movement shal be parmHied In a
residential zoning district, or In lhe “NO*
Nelghborhood Office district, "GO* General Office
districl, *“NR” Neighborhood Retall district, “OW*
Offlce/Warehousa district, or the *IP* Industrial
Park disiricl, .

{s) Facing Dlreciion of Travel. A slgn shall be
considered facing Ihe directlon of fravel when It is
visible from any lane of trafile proceeding along a
sireet and the face of such slgn is a plana wilhin
thirty degrees of a fine perpendiculsr lo Ihe
centerilng of the streel, A sign shall be considered
facing both directions of iravet alonp a sireet I the
angle exceeds Ihe thirty degrees as described
above. Exception: A sign localed within Iwe
hundred flity feet of an Interseciion of arferials or
expressways, of combination thereof, shall be
considered facing the iine of iraffic i is -more
directed loward providing ne iace of 1he sign 15 in
a plane within Ihirly degrees of a Ilina
perpandicular to 1he centerilne of that street,

{t) Distance Between Ofi-Shie Signs, Distance
between off-site slpns facing a direction of Iravel
shall be measured al ihe cenleriine of a sirget at
the poinis where lines are prolecied perpendicular
lo Ihe center line of the sireel lo the center of the
signs.

{u) No partion of a sign Ihat |s localed within the
triangte formed by the Imaginary intersaciion of
curb lines at the Intersection of two streels, and
extending for a distance of fifty feel each way
from that imapinary Interseclion of a curb Vina of
any corner lel, shall be parmitted to axlend closer
than len {eel to grade of adiacent roadway
surface,

(v} Any sign aulthorized In this ordinance is
atlowed to contaln noncommercial copy In lleu of
any other copy.

{w) Alternallve or addillonal requiremenis
concerning the typa, slze, helght, and location of
slgns may be estabilshed on specilic sites sublect
Io lhe community unil plan regulations found in
the Unlflad Zoning Code In accordance with
procedures sel forth therafn,

SECTION 5. Seclion 24.04.223 of Ihe Code of the
City of Wichita Is hereby crested 1o read as fol-
lows:

24,04.2723, Specific historic preservation require-
ments, When olherwise parmitted by Inis Chapler,
etecironic massage slgns on bulldings or prop-
erlias lisied on an hisioric regisier, or on prop-
ertigs wilthin a designaled historic dislrict, or elec-
tronic message slgns on buildings or properiles
wilhin the environs of bulldings or propertes listed
on an historic register or within the environs of &
designaled hisloric district, shall ba subjecl fo the
followlng conditions and/or special requirements:
1. Elactronic message signs on bulldings or prop-
ertles wilthin Ihe envirans of a lisled historic build-
ing or property, or wilhin the environs of a des-
lgnated historic disiricl, may be reviewed and
approved by Cliy staff as allowed for in Saction
2.12.1023 of the Code of 1he City of Wichita, subject
to the following provisions;

a. Not more than one elecironic messaoae sign shall
ba permHied on a zoning lot;

b. Animated, flashing or moving electronlc mes-
sage signs are not permilted, except for scrolling
electronic message slgns, which may be permil-

ted;

c. Electronic message sign Images or messages
shall not change more than once avery three sec-
onds, excepl for scrolling electronic message
signs, which may be permitted;

d. Electronic message building signs shall be im-
ited In total area 1o ten percent of the arga of Ihe
wall elevation to which such slgn Js aitached, and
no electronic message building sign shall exceed
two hundred square {eel In area;

e. Electronlc message ground signs shall b lim-
Ited [n area lo & maximum size equal to or fess
than flfty percent of ihe linear sirset frontage of
the zoning kol on which the elacironic maessage
ground sign is located, with a maximum elec-
tronic message sign area of lwa hundred square
faet,

2. Elecironic message sions on buildings or erop-
erlies within the environs of a listed historlc build-
inp or properly, or within the environs of & des-
ignaled historic district thal do not qualify for
review under the provisions of Sectlon 24.04.223.1,
bul otherwise meel the provisions of the Sign
Code, must be reviewed and approved by the Clly
of Wichita Historlc Preservation Board.

3. For elecironlc messape signs on [ndividual
bulldings or properiles listed on an historic rep-
Ister, or on bulldings or properiies within a des-
Ignated histeric disiricl, the following condiions
and speclal requirements shall apply:

a. No electronic message signs shali be permitted
except on or for theater bulldings. Electronic mes-
sape slgns for theaters shall be considered on a
case-by-case basis by the Clly of Wichita Historlc
Presarvation Board;

b. Electronic message signs on or for thealer
bulldings shall comprise only a porlion of tha over-
a% marquee and/or signage deslon package for
the iheater.

SECTION 4, Seclion 24.04.251 of the Code of the
Cily of Wichita Is heraby amended to read as foi-
lows:

24,04.25), Sign Code Adjustments.

1. Authority. The Flanning Direcior, wilh the con-
currenca of the Zoning Adminisirator, shall have
the aythority to approve applications for Sign
Code Adjusiments.

T Typos o Adusiments Alowed.
Adlustments shalt be fimlied lo the follow
a. Reducing the minlmum allows
reauired between on-site ground, mo
pole signs by up to one-third;

b, Increasing Ihe maximum aliowed he
site ground, monument or pole signs, or
or wall signs, by up to tweniy parceni;
c. Increasing {he maximum allowed siz~
ual building .or wali signs or of the ta
buliding sign wall elevation coverage
twenty percent;

d. Increasing the maximum number
bullding or wall signs per any elovati:
one {1) in the NO, GO, NR, OW or IF
Iricts, or up lo two (2) such signs per -
In the LC zonlng district.

&. Reducing the mlnimum allowed deptk
. ipading or open space area require
roning district for buliding or wall sig
vations not having streel froniage;

{. Allowing struclurally altered legal nes
Ing on-sile pole, ground or monumeni
strucluralty altered at their existing *
struciure location provided that the ex
conforming slon helght or sign size is res
9. Allowing legal non-conforming -
ground or monumen! signs 1o be
aliered 1o an extent exceeding fiftty per
sign's structural value or to an exlen! I
repalrs or madificallons exceeding filt:
the of the slon‘s siructure, at their axis
pole structure lecatton provided the
malin support poles or pylons are reduc
gla suppor! pole or pylon, or the extent
forming sign heighl or sign size [$ reduc
h. Increasing the maxlimum allowal
ground, menumanl or pole signs for on
slie signs located within sevenly-flve fe
ing lof line that direcity abuts tha right-
elevaled portion of 8 hiphway struciur
at the 1op of the sign Ihat does nol exc
feet above Ihe heighl of the 1op of the
Ing or barrier along the tratic deck or
the right-of-way ai 8 poinl perpendic '
i. AtlowlIng variable message or elecirar
signs for Inslitutional usas located in am
roning disiricl, or In any *NO*, *GO*,
or “iP* zoning districts.

I. Allowing "off-site” signs that do nol
hundred square feel in ared or fwanty
height, provided thal the slgn for .
being advertised is located on a zon
abuts or is adiacent to the zoning lol -
advertised business Is localed, and -
proposed ‘“off-siHe® slgn would _.
allowed by the “cn-site” slon regulath
In Sections 24.04.193, 24.04.199 or 24.04 .
K. Increasing the maximum distance
siie proleci title sign may be placed fr~
sion, as set forih in Section 24.04.190.6.1.
twenty-flve percent (25%).

I, Increasing the maximum nightim:
and/or ilght Intensity of allowed elev
sage slgns, as sel forth in Sectien 24,
to & maximum of 4,000 nlts {or equiva’
3. For slgns not localed within a
Community Unlt Plan (CUP), P
Development (PUD) or Pralective C
or located within a CUP, PUD or PO
CUP, PUD or PO provislons and/
refer only to signs as allowed or perm
Sign Code, the appiicant requesiing a
men! may iile a variance reques! fo
Board of Zoning Appeals pursusnt fo
the Wichita-Sedgwick Counly Unlfled

if the adiustment reques! 1s denled, -
adlusiment request has been approy:
dillons or modifications that are una
Ihe applicani. The flling fee for any sig
shali be appiled toward ihe flling fee
ance requast.

4, For slgns localed wlilhin ar
Communlty Unll Plan (CUP), T
Developmeni (PLD) or Protective «
wheraln the CUP, PUD or PO prov

“condlitfons sel forth specific slon reac

the CUP, PUD or PO, the applicant
slon adjusiment may file an ament
CUP, PUD or PO pursuani to Arl.
the Wichlta-Sedowick Counly Unifled
if the adiustmen! reques! s denied’ -
adlusiment request has been approv:
ditions or modlflcations that are uni
the applicanl. The flling fee for any sig
shall be applied foward the filing
amendment requast.
5, Appeals ¢f approved slon adlusim:
than the sign adiusiment applicant am
owner may be taken to the Wich
Zoning Aggeals by flling an appeal -
of Zoning Appeals’ secretary wilhin
specliled by the rules of the Wich
Zonlng Appasls, and In accordance w
Ina Wichila-Sedgwick County Unified
6. Sign Code Adiustment criteria,
Director shall not approve & 5ign Cixl
if tha Planning Director fings that
developmeni:
a. Creatas more adverse impacis on
In surrounding areas than those th
senably result from development of th
compliance with the adiusted standar
b. Would not be compatible with =-
milted uses on abutting sites, in lers
sign height or size, number of signs,
scale, or minlmum allowed depth of =
ing or open space area reaulred;
¢. Will be deirimenial o the public he.
welfare or malerially Injurious lo
Improvements 1n the Immedlate vie
sons speciflcally arficulated by
Director.
7. Appeals from the Wichita Boa
Appeals, Any person, official or
agency dissatistied wilh the decision
Board of Zoning Appeals may brin.
the distrlel court of the Elghteenth 1
to delermine Ihe reasconableness of
Such appeal shall be filed within 30 da
declsion of the Wichita Board of Zonii
SECTION 7. The originals of Secli
24.04.085, 24.04.185, 24.04.220 and Z
Cocte of Ihe City of Wichiia are hereb
SECTION Q. This ordinance shall be
Code of the Clty of Wichila, Kansa:
shall be effecllve upon publication -
cial paper.
ADOPTED AT WICHITA, KANES
DAY OF AUGUST, 2007,

i Carl P

ATTEST:
Karen Sublett, Clly Clark



