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ORDINANCE NO. 46-396

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 24.04.185 AND 24.04.222, AND

REPEALING THE ORIGINALS OF SAID AMENDED SECTIONS; AND CREATING

NEW SECTION 24.04.225, ALL IN THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,

KANSAS, AND PERTAINING TO THE SIGN CODE OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,

KANSAS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY' THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,

KANSAS:

SECTION 1. Section 24.04.i 85 of the Code of the City of Wichita is hereby

amended to read as follows: .-

24.04.185 Classifications and Definitions.

1.. Classification of Signs. Signs shall be classified bY the superintendent of

centi'al inspection in accordance with the foll6wing classificati6ns and definitions:

a. Sign, Advertising Decoration. Various sign materials used.for temporary

display and decoration, including'streamers, string pennants, pinwheels, bunting

and other similar devices on which no advertising copy, logos, symbols or emblems

are printed, painted or attached, and that also comply with Section 24.04.230 of this

Code.

b..Sign, Animated. A sign depicting action, motion, light or color changes

through electrical or mechanical means. 'Although technologically similar to

flashing signs, the animated sign emphasizes graphics and artistic display and may

include video displays.

c. Sign, Banner. An on-Site sign on which advertising copy, logos, symbols or

emblems may be printed, painted or attached, and which advertises goods or



services sold, produced or conducted on the premises, or a special event as

referenced in24.04.190(8);.constructed of fabric or any non-rigid material with no

fully enclosing framework; and designed to be attached securely 'at each end or

comer of the banner sign to a wall, canopy, posts or stakes.

d. Sign, Building. An on-site sign attached to or painted onto a wall, awning,

canopy, building or structure; or that is attached to, but not painted on, a roof

structure or roof surface, the height ofwhich shall not exceed the height of the roof

or wall parapet, or of any of the following; (1) the highest point of the coping of a

flat roof; (2) the deck line of a mansard roof; (3) the average height between the

eaves and .ridge line of a gable, hip or gambrel roof or (3) three feet above the

finished roof deck if the average height of a gable, hip or gambrel roof is less than

three feet above the bottom or lowest edge of the roofline; except that a building or

structure that was constructed prior to May 4, 1990 that does not have an area at

least three feet tall and twenty feet wide above'an unglazed portion of the building

elevation, the bottom of which is at least seven feet above grade, may have a

building sign which shall not exceed four feet, six inChes above the roof or parapet;

e. Sign, Bulletin Board. An on-site sign containing the name of the

institution or organization, and may also include names of persons connected with

it, announcements of persons, events or activities occurring at the institution. Such

sign may also present a greeting or similar message;

f. Sign, Commercial Balloon. An on-site, temporary sign that is inflated and

exceeds five square feet in area, designed to advertise a specific product or service

sold, produced or conducted on the premises on which advertising copy, logos,

symbols or emblems may or-may not be printed, painted or attached. Commercial

balloons may be tethered or mounted to a structure on the ground.

g. Sign, Commercial Flag or Pennant. An on-site Sign on which advertising'

copy, logos, symbols or emblems may or may not be printed, painted or attached,

and which advertises goods or services sold, produced or conducted on the

premises, or any of the events referenced in 24.04.190(8); and constructed of fabric

or any non-rigid material with no fully-enclosing framework, and designed to be'







y. Sign, Project Directory. An on-site sign containing the names and

locations, in list or map form, of the individual components making up a planned

unit development, shopping center or similar project;

z. Sign, Project Title. A sign which carries the overall name of a residential

subdivision, shopping center, industrial park, medical complex, planned unit

development, mobile home park and similar projects;

aa. Sign, Projecting. An on-site sign suspended from, or supported by, a

building or structure and projecting there from a distance exceeding one foot

beyond the property line;

bb. Sign, Real Estate. An on-site sign, excluding any portable sign as

def'med herein, displayed for the purpose of offering real property for sale, lease or

rent;

cc. Sign, Roof. A sign erected upon or above the roof of a building or

structure that does not meet the definition of a Building Sign;

dd. Sign, Temporary. An on-site sign, excluding any banner, commercial

flag or pennant, or constuction sign as otherwise defined in this Code, that is

limited in the period of time that such sign may remain on a property either by the

limitations of these regulations or the conditions of the permit;

ee. Sign, Variable Message. A sign that includes provisions, or the

electronic or mechanical means for, message or copy changes. These signs may

include changeable message or copy with letters and/or numbers mounted in or on a

track system, time and temperature signs, electronic message signs, menu boards,

signs with scrolling faces, and signs with rotating sections or panels (i.e., th-vision

and similar type displays).

ff. Sign, Wall. A sign attached to, erected against, or painted onto a wall of

a building with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to said wall;

gg. Sign, Window. On-site signs, either temporary or permanent,_installed

on the window area of a building;



2. Definitions. The definitions set out below are applicable to this chapter:

a. Abutting. Abutting means touching or directly contiguous to.

b. Adjacent. Adjacent means no farther than one hundred fifty linear feet,

unless otherwise provided in a specific section of this Code.

c. Institution. The building, group ofbuildings, or place of confinement or

use of an established organization or foundation dedicated to public service,

education, or culture, or any church or school.

d. Owner. Owner of a sign includes the property owner of record, manager,

lessee, designated agent, or any person exercising control over the sign.

e. Pole or Pylon Cover or Wrap. An enclosure for concealing and/or

decorating poles or other structural supports of a ground or pole sign.

f. Sign. Any structure, fixture, banner, flag, pennant, placard or device

using text (including letter, word, or numeral), pictorial representation (including

illustration, declaration, or figure), emblem (including device, symbol, logo, or

trademark), attention attracting device such as strobe lights, flashing lights or

beacon lights, or any other thing which is designed, intended, or used to identify,

instruct, attract, g-uide, advertise or inform, any part of which is visible from any

adjacent property or public street or highway.

g. Sign Cabinet. The structural frame that encloses one or more sign faces.

h. Sign Structure. A structure of any kind which is built or constructed and

supports or is capable of supporting a sign as defined in this chapter. A sign

structure shall include the foundation and base, the poles or pylons that support the

sign, any stuctural extensions that support a sign or its cabinet, any strutural

framework that 'supports a sign face, or any sign face cabinet.

i. Zoning District or District. Zoning classifications established in the

Wichita-Sedgwick County Unified Zoning Code as set forth in Title 28 of the Code

of the City of Wichita.

j..' Zoning Lot. A parcel of land that is designed by its owner or developer,

at the time of applying for a building permit as one lot, all of which is to be used,

developed or built upon as a unit under single ownership. As long as it satisfies the























DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

REQUEST OF THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WICHITA FOR THE

DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF SAID CITY OF THE

EXISTENCE OF A PUBLIC EMERGENCY REQUIRING THE FINAL

ADOPTION AND PASSAGE ON THE DATE OF ITS INTRODUCTION

OF AN ORDINANCE BELOW DESIGNATED.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WICHITA,
KANSAS:

I, Carlos Mayans, Mayor of the City ofWichita, Kansas hereby request that the

Governing Body declare that a public emergency exists requiring the final adoption and passage

on the day of its introduction, to-wit, of an ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 24.04.185 AND 24.04.222,~ AND

REPEALING THE ORIGINALS OF SAID AMENDED SECTIONS; AND

CREATING NEW SECTION 24.04.225, ALL IN THE CODE OF THE CITY OF

WICHITA, KANSAS, AND PERTAINING TO THE SIGN CODE OF THE

CITY OF WICHITA, KANSAS.

The general nature of such public emergency is that a moratorium expires on November 4, 2004,
on the receipt of applications for new billboard signs. New billboard sign regulations need to be

passed and effective before the expiration of the moratorium. It is, therefore, expedient at this

time that the Governing Body find and declare that a public emergency exists by reason of the

foregoing, and that the above-entitled ordinance be finally a~ted on the day of its introduction.

Executed at this 2nd day

ofN~ ~
Carlos Mayans, Mayor ~'

ATTEST:

tf~ Karen Subh

Director
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ed mile, shall be determined by lhe linear measure-

ment in feet, along lhe ceetedine of the streel
right-
of-

way, lhal is within or adiacenf to any 'LC' Limited

Commercia ° GC' General Commercial, 'El'

Limited Industr al or 'Gl General Industrial zort[
ng

district; PrOvided, however, such .signs shall drily be

permilted in the zoning districts as set forth in

Sections
24.
04.195, 24.

04.196 and
24.
04.t98 of this chaD-

tar. Except in the 'CC', '~Li' er 'Gl' zoning districts,

po zoning district shall be considered for linear moa-

it is adjacent 1o an arterial street

expressway. No zoning district or zoning shall be

cons dered for linear measurement .if it is indue ~

w th n an approved Community Unit Plan, Planl

Unit Development, '
P-
O Protective Overlay or

Protective Overlay Dislrict, except when such

Community Unil Plan, Planned Unit Developmeet, P-

O Proteeflve Overlay or Protective Overlay District

specifically allaws
off-
site billboard signs..

F.
er~
f~

poses of measurement, zoning shall be conslaereo

extend to the centerline Of all
streets..
A designated

mile shall be the length of the
ce~
lerline of a street

between mile seclion lines, even though the linear

may exceed five thousand two hun-

dred eighty feet. Any mile not covered entirely by dty

baundant shall he treated on a percentage basis:. The

f signs allowed shall be in direct proportion
applicable to this chapter:                                                             -
a. Abutting, Abutting moans touching Or direclly con- to the percentage of the desivnated mile that lies wdh-

figuous lo.                            
in the city limits baundant; There shall be permitted

b. Adiacept. Adiaceet meansnofarther than one hun- not more than one
off-
site sign facing a direction of

d~'
ed fifty linear feel, unless otherwise 0rouided in a travel for each five hundred linear feet of slreet hav-

specific~ section of this C ..o~
le. .     

lng 'GC' LI' or 'Gl' zoning adiac, e~
t lhereto, arovid-

ed however, under no circumstances shall lhere be
The building, group of build,

Dos, * -

established organi- 
ere~;
ted mpre than fiveoff~

stle signs faring a
d~
recb°n

b llbeard in an 'LC' zoning district are not allowed, portion thereof may be a variable message sign. No Corem ss on in a public hearing, shall review the aro-

When off-
site bJ Iboard signs are located on :LC' zon- 

off-
site billboard pale signs maY' be sunparted bY nosed new or enlarged

off-
site billboard, sign for ..c~

n-

ing
ots~
thet abut or front a designated arterial street, more than one pole.   ptiance wilh the requirements outlined m subsection S

lhan two
off-
site billboard s gns may be per- SECTION 3, Section

24.
04.225 of the Cnde~ of the of lhis Section. In the course of such review, the

miffed wilhin a dnsignated mile in "LC' zoning dis- City of Wichfla is hereby created to read as follows:

tricts.           '                     
24.
04.225 .- Special Review Approval for Off~

ite

3 AAaximumSzeandHeightPermiffed- Inorupon Billboard Sig~ Permits. This section sets out the

LC· eGC* General Commercial, ,LIa Limited recluired Special Review procedures for new or

induslrial or ,Gl, General hldustrlal zoning districls or enlarged off-
s te bil board signs.

lots, the gross surface area of an
off-
site
b~
lboard sign 1. Authority. (at An application for a permit for nsta -

face fac ng the direction of travel shall not exceed let on of a new or enlarged (size or heighl) off-
site bill-

eight hundred
twenty-
five square feet, including any beard sign located closer 1o a

residentiall¥-
zone~ lot

extensons. Extensions may not extend more than er use than alowed by Section
24.
04.
222`
4.d of this

five and
one-
half teat above lhe normal Upper rectan- code shall repuire a public hearing and approve by

gu ar ineage of the face nor more than two feet the Planning Commission or, if forwarded to the

beyond any of the other three sides. Maximum rec- Wichita City Council for finai action, shall require

the Wichita City Council.
langular dimensions of any

ofl-
sile billboard sign fa. ce,                . .

bt The' MetroPolilan Area Planning Commlss~.
o.n

exdud ng extens ons shall be fourteen feet m height (
MAPC) is hereby designated and granted au. thorsil~.by

forh/-
eight feet inlenglh. 

Nooff-
site billboard sign, 

to hear and make
recommend/~
fions on

off-
site b -

sign structure or signc.,
1.binet shall exceed thirty feet

board signs under this Seclion. In exerci~
iing su~

tC~een h~.
ht

al the tOP of the maximum rectangular
dime~.~
iom, 

whic,,
h does not i~clude the permitted authority and functions, the NLA. PC shall opera

extensions                    .        
under the S gn Cede for the City of Wichita (Chapter

In or uPon ' LC' Limited Commer~;
ial zoning dis- 

24.
04) and neither under the Unified Zoning Code nor

trict$ or lots, the gross surface
a~:
ea of any

off-
site

r slatutes. 
The/
V'~PC shall use itsby-

laws

sign face facing the direction of lravel along a desig- and ofher OrOCedures and rules now exJs. ting or here-

naiad arter i~l street shall not dxceed three hundred

souare feet and shelf meet the criteria for an
off-
site

iunior b board sign. No exteesioqs beyond the max.:

imum three hundred square foot sign fi~ce area are

a owed for off-
site junior billboard signs lOCated in or'

upon 'LC' zoning distr ~s or [0ts. In the ~LCa zoning

d strict no ~,
ff-
site sign shall exceed thirty feet in

height at the top of the signt' sign struCture OF sign

cabinet ·
Exceptions: Off-

site 'billboard signs, sign str~
c-

lures or sign cabinets lOCated adjacent to an eleva ed

perlion of a h ghway ~truCture may be erected .t~.
a

maximum he ght ot fourteen feet above lhe top Ot the

railing or barrier along the traffic deck. 
off-
sfle signs

that cantilever over the roof or roof parapet
of'
a one-

story building shall maintain eight feel of vertical

dearanca between the baffom of the sign and the roof

or parapet and shall not exceed lwenty-
six feet in

height above the roof or parapet. For purposes of

enforcement, no
off-
site sign permit for additional

height above a roof or roof parapal shall be issued

building over which the
off-
site sign is to be

cant evered has bee~ erecled.                 ·
4. Prohibited LocatlonL No

off-
site
b~
lboard ggn

shat be erect.
ed on a pro0~'

ty
when any of the follow-

lng conditions exist:

a. No Off-
site billboard sign shall be erected on a zon-

ing lot, af less lhan one hundred fifty feet of frontage,

lhat has more lhan two
On-
site ground or pole signs

totaling more than two hundred fifty square feet

grnsssurtace area faring a direction of travel that are
located within

thirty-
five feet of the street rlghl.-

m-

b. 
Zione~
ff-site billboard sign shall be erected

wou d obscure the view of any
on-
site sign. This

be determined bY eslabli.
shing a sight poJet al the cen-

terline of the street one hundred fifty feet in either

direction, lhon no
on-
site sign within one hundred fifty

feet of the
off-
site sign shall be obscured from Vivei~

in
c. No off-

site billboard sign shall be erected w~

three hundred thirty feet of another
off-
sile sign fac-

ng the same direction of travel along the same street.

d. Excent as permitted by Section
24.
04.225, ne off-

site billboard sign shall be erected doser than ~ feet

from a platted and
residentially-
zoned lot on which a

primary res dent a structure can be legally ereeled

or to a residential structure or use. This d stance she

be measured from the nearest IotJine of such planed

and res
deefialty-
zoned lot or reslde, nhal. sfructure, or

use to the closest part of the off-
sde bi board sion.

This minimum distance may be reduced Io 150 fe~.
t

when any plaited and
residentially-
zoned lot or res~-

deelial structure or use is fully screened from view of

the proposed
off-
site billboard sign by a

non-
residen-

tial build ng. Such vew shall be from the dnsesl min-

imum building setback line (as established for resi-
dentially-
zoned lots in the

Wichita-
Sedgwick Counly

s of Chapter
2.
61 of the Code

Unified Zoning Code) of the
rnsidenfialty-
zoned lot or

of the City of Wichita .
residential structure or use.          

5. RaPer1 of Planning Director. The.
Planning

D~
rect_%r

No off-
site billboard sign shall be located on any

property in the 'LC° limiled commercial zoning dis-- shall prepare a slaff report that reviews the proposed

lricl that is nel a part of al least three hundred conill- apalicalion for a new or enlarged off, site billboard

linear measurement) of commercial or signinlightofthageneralrequir ,
eq~
ent$oftheWichita.

Planning Commission may approve modifications to

the application
and/
or site plan as a condition of,

approval of the
off-
site sign. Based on thal review, the

Planning Commiss on shall ad to approve, approve

w th conditions or mndificaflon~, or deny the apallca-

lion for a new or enlarged
off-
site bilibeard sign. This

prov s on specifically contemplates that [1 may be

necessary for the Planning Commission to attach

additi0hal special conditions to a proposed appro.
v, 

al !n
order to ensure that it complies fully with lhe crdena

Cede. This action by th~ planning'
Commisslan

I be the final action on the off-
site billboard a0pli-

except when any one or more of the following

exist: (1) the anplicant adpeals the action of the

P ann ng Corem ss on; (2) one or more valid protest

petitions are flied opposing the action of the Planning

Commission; or (3) an appeal is filed by anyone with

stahd ng to appeal which shall include the applicant;

the P arming Director; the Zoning Administrator; lh.
e

Wichita City Cound; or any owner of land located ~n

the Ci|
Y of Wichita that is within 200 feet of the appl -

cafioq area and properly in question.

after amended in such ma~
ler~.        

When arly one or more of these exceptions exisi, the

2. Initiation. An application for a new or enlarged off- planning
Commi~
ion'.,s aefion shall be in the form of a

site billboard sign shall be filed upon requ.
est

of bath - ecommendafion that is forwarded to the Wichita.

the
owner(
s) of the subiecl properly on which the off* ~'ity Council for fin0 aetldn. Prolest petitions and

site .sign i~ to be 10cafod and the owper of th~ proposed appeals shall be filed within 14 days of the conclusion

s gn        ~                          
of the P ~nn ng Commission hearing pursuant to the

3 Aaplicefion. A comp ere apolica ifon for a new or iurisdicfion notice. If the Planning Commission
f/~
ils to

enlarged
off-
site billtxlard sign shall be submitted to make a recommender on on an

off-
sile billboard sign

the Planning Director in a form established by the request, or its motion results in a tie vote, the Planning

Director, aong with a nonrefu.
n, 

dable fo~. lhet has Commission shall be deamed lo have rrtade a reeom-

beep eslablished by the Wichila CHY Council to defray mendafien of disapproval

the cosl of processing the application. No application 7. Action by Ihe Wichita City Council If the
off-
site

shaft be 0rocessed until the appllcafion is co.
mplete

bi board s gfl appllcetinn is forwarded to tbeWic.
hJot~

required fee has been poid. Each application City Council for one of the reasons listed in Sech

be
24.
04.
225.
6 above, along with the Planning

by a site plan that, at a minimum, 
Commission'
s recommendation and any District

lhe following information:       Advisory Beard recommendation, the City Council

A delalledgraohic presenlationofthesubject PROP- shall
consider'
the

application(
s) and may, al ils dis-

erty site, including property parcel dimensions; ~ etion, hold a public hearing. The
off-
she

bil[
b~.a, rd

b. The Iocatlpo of any other buildings or structures o.
n

the site;
c. Tbe location, size and type of any other ground

signs on the site~                    -
d. The dislance of the prolJosed sign from any build-

logs, structures or other signs on the site;

e A detailed
reeresent,'~
fion of the proposed sign,

including sigh structure and sign face dimensions,

total height of the 5ion, and any related apourtepances

4. Esteblishmeot of hearing date publicalion of netice.

a. Promatly upon determining that an applieafion is

coma ale the Planning Direetpr shall schedule a pub-

lic hearing before the Planning Commission, and shall

nntiht lhea~
plicant of the meeting and hearing date.

The initial pubic hearing before the Planning

Commission shall be scheduled fo['. the nexl meeting

date for which it ls prac. ticable to give at least 20 days

notice,              
to thl~ section shall be

lhe official newspaper and shall indicale

lime
and-
pla~:e of the public hearing .and a gener-

al description of lhe application: The subiect properly

shall be
designated.
bY legal description or a general

description sufficient to !deefifY the property under

iderafion.

c.. Net ce required pbrsuant to Ibis. sedion sha!
i .be

mailod Io all owners of record of real property
w~
lh~n

the area covered by the applicaHon and to all owners

of record of real property within at leas1200 feel of the

property lines of the parcel or lot on which lhe aro-

posed billboard sion is to be' locot.
e~.. The w. ritt.e.?

notice required herein shall bep~
aced ~n lhe ma, wnn

lhe paslmark to be net less than 20 days prior to lbo

dale of the public hearing.       ·

d. The Planning Diredor shall also submit lhe appli-

cation to the appropriate District Advisory Board for

and recommendation when requested

application may be approved, approved with condi-

lions ~r modifications, or denied by lhe City CounciL

In acting on the applicalion, lhe City Coundl may:.

Adopt !he
P[
an~ing

Commission'
s recommenda-

tion
b Override the Planning

Commission'
s recommen-

dation by a
two-
lhirds majority vote of the member-

ship of lhe City Council; or

Return such recommendation to the Planning
wi~
h

a statement specifying the basis for

the City Counc I s fa ure to aoprqye or disapprove.

tf the City Counc I returnsl~e
Plal[
nieg

Commission'
s

recommender on, the planning~.
o..m, mis~
i.'
o.
n, 

after

ansidering the same, may
ree--
r--
r--
r--
r--
r--
r--
r--
r--~
mll

IlS original ree-

ommondat on giving tJ~,
e

rea..~
ns therefore or submit

a new and
ameede(
t
rj~
e~mmeedofion. Upon the

receipt of such
recomKa~"-
ndatlon, the City Council, .by

a simple
maiorlh/
thereof, may adopt or may rewse

and adept such recommendation, or it need

take no further action thereon. If the Planning

Commission fails to deliver its recommendation fo the

City Council
fo[
tawing the Planning

Commission'
s

nextr~}.
gular

meeting after receipt of lhe City

Council s repart, the Ch/
Coundl shall consider such

course of eact on on the part of lhe Planning

Commission as a resubmission of the original recom-

and proceed accordingly. If the City

c'
ouncil approves lbe application or lbe application as

pr with c6nditions, the Suparieteedent of

Central Inspect on shall issue a permit to the applicant
r wflh the action of the City Council.

SECTION 4. The originals of Sections
24.
04.185 and

the Code of Ibe City of Wichila ar~ hereby

repealed.
SECTION 5. Thi.;, ordinance styli be induded in the

Code of the City of Wichita, Kansas, and shall be shall

be effective upon publication once in the official paper.

ADOPTED at Wichila; Kansas, this
2~
d day of

November, 2004.      Carlos MavenS, Mavpr

A'
I-rEST: ·
aren

Sd~
tteld, City ~     '"




