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	District 1 Citizens Advisory Board Meeting
Minutes
Monday, August 18, 2025 | 5:30 p.m.
Bel Aire City Hall,
7651 E. Central Park Ave., Bel Aire, KS



[bookmark: _Hlk204352237]Board Members in Attendance: Judah Craig, Jim Reid, Daniel Bateman, Madeline LaForge, Diane Gjerstad, Kathryn Herzog, Ray Mann, Steven Burt

County Representatives: District 1 Sedgwick County Commissioner Pete Meitzner

1. Call to Order
1. Judah Craig began the meeting at 5:33 p.m.
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes
1. A motion was made by Daniel Bateman to approve the minutes. Judah Craig seconded the motion. The CAB approved the motion with a 7-0 vote.
3. Public Agenda
1. No members of the public chose to speak.
4. New Business
1. Greater Wichita Partnership’s Executive Vice President of Economic Development, Andrew Nave, presented on economic development projects GWP is working on.
2. Andrew Nave talked about new companies that have come to Sedgwick County and what this means for the county’s economic impact.
3. Andrew Nave discussed what kind of industries are in Sedgwick County and what GWP is trying to recruit (ex: Aviation Industry is large. Trying to break into tech and cyber security)
4. Andrew Nave talked about what features in Sedgwick County attract businesses to move there. He said having several universities shows business owners there’s a lot of workforce talent in the community.
5. Tex Dozier asked if the Greater Wichita Partnership is noticing any trends or patterns for projects that it doesn’t get?
i. Andrew Nave said current uncertainty in the marketplace is a contributing factor for why some companies are hesitant to make big business decisions. Says about half of the projects it doesn’t get is because the company decides to pull the plug or delay the project. Nave also said the cost of labor in Kansas can sometimes deter companies.
6. Kathryn Herzog asked if Greater Wichita Partnership is seeing any new jobs come from Panasonic Suppliers opening a branch in Kansas.
i. Andrew Nave said yes, we have gotten and will get some but because the electric vehicle (EV) industry is so different now than it was eight years ago it won’t be as intense.
7. Jim Reid asked how does the Greater Wichita Partnership address the commercial air services in the area?
i. Andrew Nave says it pushes for more direct flights from Wichita. He explains it’s best for Sedgwick County residents to fly from Wichita and not go to Salina or Kansas City because this shows the FAA there is a demand that will be met.
8. Steven Burt asked what the Greater Wichita Partnership tells companies about the housing market.
i. Andrew Nave said they mention it is relatively less expensive than most other places. He also mentioned that the cost is increasing and he thinks this issue needs to continue to be addressed.
9. Judah Craig asked if the Greater Wichita Partnership talks to companies after they make the move to Sedgwick County and if they report being happy.
i. Andrew Nave said generally yes, the companies are very happy and are our best advocates for why businesses should open branches here.
10. Judah Craig asked if the companies make comments about anything they feel is missing in the community.
i. Andrew Nave said the main thing they mention is air service and construction on Kellogg. He said there are rarely any complaints about the workforce talent.
11. Commissioner Meitzner said the Greater Wichita Partnership does a great job at advertising Wichita and the surrounding area to businesses, and this is an asset a lot of cities don’t have.
12. Steven Burt asked where the offices are.
i. Andrew Nave said they work downtown out of the Eaton hotel at Douglas and Emporia.
5. Commissioner’s Comments
1. Commissioner Meitzner said the budget adoption day is Wednesday and he thinks Commissioners and the financial team were able to create one that will benefit the county and its residents.
2. Commissioner Meitzner said the commission plans to capture less than is available.
3. Commissioner Meitzner said supporting the Greater Wichita Partnership is appreciated.
4. Commissioner Meitzner said one of the big things in the budget is the additional 911 workers.
i. Several CAB members said it’s impressive and important what emergency call takers do.

5. Commissioner Meitzner said the county is supposed to get a report back soon on the condition of the Envision Building.
6. Commissioner Meitzner said the Wichita State Biomed Science building that’s under construction is going to be great.
i. Judah Craig asked if the Greater Wichita Partnership had anything to do with getting that.
ii. Commissioner Meitzner said yes a little bit.
6. Board Agenda
1. Judah Craig asked if it’s still the plan for the County Engineer to present at the next meeting.
i. Jocelyn Schifferdecker said yes.
7. Adjournment
1. The District 1 Citizen’s Advisory Board ended at 6:59 p.m.

The next Citizens Advisory Board Meeting will be Monday, Sept. 15, 2025, 5:30 p.m. 
at Bel Aire City Hall, 7651 E. Central Park Ave.
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