


Community Corrections Advisory Board
Minutes – June 11, 2026 

Members Present: Judge Tyler Roush, Dr. Rev. Pamela Hughes, Capt. Jarod Scott, Nicole Hernandez, Aaron Breitenbach, Seth Dewey, Ginny Williams, Peter Shay
Members Absent: Becky Springer, Capt. Chad Beard, Sandra Clinard-Flanders, Larry Burks Sr., Dr. Michael Birzer
Staff: Sasha Teel, Monica Harris, Samantha Mount, Lesa Lank, Carley Johnson, David Riddle 
Guests: Cathy Hendrix – Higher Ground

Introductions and Announcements: The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. Members and staff introduced themselves. Two new members – Nicole Hernendez and Seth Dewey. A quorum was present.
ACTION ITEM: Approval of Minutes from the prior meeting on March 5, 2026. 
A motion to approve the Minutes from March 5, 2026, meeting was made by Peter Shay, seconded by Rev. Dr. Pamela Hughes, and approved.
Presentation – Higher Ground: Cathy Hendrix provided an overview of Higher Ground, an outpatient substance-abuse treatment program. The program emphasized team building, partnerships with community corrections, an alumni program, re-entry support, and successful client outcomes. In 2025, Higher Ground served 171 clients; and 85% of individuals completed treatment and 100% needing re-entry support successfully completed the program. Higher Ground reported a new partnership with Hunter Health Clinic.
Presentation – Veterans Treatment Court: Carly Johnson provided an overview of the Veterans Treatment Court program. The program works with veterans who are on felony probation and partners with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and other CJS stakeholders, to address needs while focusing on public safety and reducing recidivism. The program includes a minimum of biweekly meetings with the judge and has an 18-month program structure.
Program Updates: 
The Adult Residential PREA (Prison Rape Elimination Act) audit was successful. 
Adult Residential is piloting courtesy cases from Sumner and Butler County. No cases brought in yet. 
Expanded the dates and times for COG groups. ARES clients now must complete 2 full COG classes before beginning job seeking. 
CQI is assisting with fidelity work, to ensure the curriculum is adhered to and best practices being used. 
The next Drug Court graduation is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. on July 28, 2026.
The Specialty Courts and Pretrial team and tentatively moving the courthouse annex in October


Meeting was adjourned at 8:56 a.m.




